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Sooner or later we come to a point in
our lives where we stop asking for new
and exciting devotional helps, the latest
teaching o n prayer, messages on quiet
time, and get about the business of worshiping God. Too many Christians want
a quick spiritual fix. They want to know
how they can lift their low spirits or how
they can enjoy the Lord. They want to
read about actors, sports figures, and
wealthy business people who are "spiritually successful." But God wants people who are more interested in meeting
with him than in just reading about
other people who meet with him. If you
want to read about someone who truly
worshiped God, read about Jesus in the
Gospels. Jesus loved the Father. His
priority was to worship and serve. "I
seek not mine own will, but the will of
the Father which hath sent me" (John
5:30). He would get up a great while
before day and go off alone to pray. Was
he ever tired? Did he ever want to "skip
it"? Follow his schedule in Mark 3—5.
He was so pressed that he couldn't even
eat (3:20) and throngs pushed in about
him (5:24). He was just like us, tempted
as we are. But his meeting with the
Father was so critically important to
him that it was a driving priority. He
wanted time for worship so he made
time for it (Matt. 14:23; Luke 6:12).
Our first and greatest priority
The desire to worship is a desire to be
with God—to hear him, to enjoy him, to
honor him, and to praise him. You
know whether or not you want to do
that. If you don't want to worship God,
you won't, no matter how many books
you read about it.
Too many people don't worship; instead they just attend worship services.
They love God superficially for the same
reason they love another person: for
what that person "does for me." They
don't want to worship God; they want to
receive a glow, a warmth, an answer to
prayer, a reward of some kind.
To worship, we need to do what the
old Quakers called "centering down,"
applying ourselves to what God is saying, focusing on who God is and on
what he is doing, and applying it to our
lives because God wants us to.
We won't spend much time with God
if we are concentrating only on ourReprinted by permissionfrom First Things
First, by Roger C. Palms, editor of Decision
magazine. Published by Victor Books, ®
1983 by SP Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, III.
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Worship

a high view of God

by Roger C. Palms
selves; we will think only in terms of our
schedule, our program, our ministry,
and not in terms of God. We will measure prayer by the accomplishments
wrought through prayer and not by the
relationship that comes from being with
God.
When do you pray? Do you have a set
time for prayer? If you don't, you are
probably wasting huge amounts of your
time. In prayer we wait for God's instruction. Because of prayer we won't rush
ahead of God in spiritual arrogance, as
James warned, saying, "Today or tomorrow we will" (see James 4:13 ff). In
prayer we recognize that our first and
greatest priority in life is to know God
and to love him with all our heart, soul,
mind, and strength.
I have pondered why I like staying
home so much, because friends often tell
me, "I wish I could travel as you do." I've
come to realize that a lot of my wanting
to stay home is built around my quiet
time with God. It is regular, it is systematic, it is disciplined—it gives me
steady growth and regular worship. I
need that.
When travel enters in, especially overseas travel with time changes and different environments, as well as different
schedules that are controlled by others,

everything gets off balance. The discipline of my daily worship time with God
becomes irregular, and I miss it. Travel
hurts me in many ways spiritually because I am a person who likes a system. I
need it for spiritual growth.
An encounter with God
Worship is a priority for me. Worship
doesn't only mean going to church.
Going to church may include worship,
but I have been blocked from worship in
church too. Emphases on "performances"
have taken my eyes away from God.
Following a printed program, listening
to a sermon, hearing a choir—all these
may aid in worship, but only if I have a
personal encounter with God. Worship
in church is a climax, a time with other
believers who also have had an ongoing
worship all week long. Paul said, "I
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this
world; but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect will of God" (Rom. 12:1-2).
That presentation of ourselves is worship. As I do that daily, and as others do
Evangelical Visitor

that daily, then our coming together on
Sunday is the result of a week of "presentation." We look forward to an encounter with God that is precious and
corporate because it comes out of our
fullness, not out of our emptiness. It
comes not because we haven't met God
all week but because we have. When we
come to a worship service full of adoration and praise, then the music, the Bible
exposition, the praying, and the Scripture blesses us as we corporately enter
into a presentation of ourselves to God
as a culmination of all our individual
"presentings." But without presenting
ourselves as "living sacrifices," there will
not be true worship—only the observation of performance. The priority of a
believer is to "seek His face." The psalmist said, "I, O Lord, cry to thee; in the
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morning my prayer comes before thee"
(Ps. 88:13, RSV). And that is every day.
Why we need worship
In worship we are able to balance the
tension between fear and grace. God is
totally omnipotent. He is the God "out
there." There is no human reason why
he should have any concern for us. The
psalmist wrote: "What is man, that thou
art mindful of him?" (Ps. 8:4) People
fear God, which is sensible and reasonable when we recognize who he is—his
purity, his omniscience, his excellence,
and his power. For he is the judging
God. Yet, he is also the God of grace—
the truly loving one who "so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
Son" (John 3:16). He is the one who
comes seeking and pleading for our

return to him. He is the one who in
Christ Jesus came "to seek and to save
that which was lost" (Luke 19:10).
Throughout the Scriptures the thread
of God's seeking love is woven. We misunderstand God if we are only frightened of him. But we misunderstand as
well if, because of his compassion for us,
we think we can be buddies with him.
We don't walk through life with an arm
around the shoulder of God, as some
gospel songs imply. We are not equals
with him. That's why we need to worship him.
In worship we grasp the tension between God who is both totally outside
and beyond creation and yet who is
closer than any friend can be. In worship
we identify the miracle of seeking grace.
We see the one who loves us, even
though we see by his holiness how
unholy we are.
When we think about who he is and
what he has done for us, our worship
becomes praise. In response to our
praise comes yet a greater outpouring of
his grace and love to which we then
respond even more. So as God's children, we respectfully honor, worship,
listen to, and adore him. As we worship
God in his holiness and splendor, he has
opportunity to speak to us and to direct
us as his children. In worship, we understand the dimensions of what he has
done in seeking us through his great
self-emptying (cf. Phil. 2). In worship we
grasp something of the greatness of
God. A low view of God tends to
decrease our view of his nearness and his
leadership. Only a high view of the Deity
allows us some grasp of the Incarnation
and redemptive ministry of God and
brings us to true worship.
Our priority is to learn more and
more of him. The more we learn, the
more we will worship. The opposite is
also true: the less we know of God, the
less we will worship. The less we know of
God, the more we will have an "anythingis-OK" view of worship. Sloppy worship
shows a disrespect for God and keeps us
from an understanding of life itself; for
the one we worship is the one who
created, owns, guides, and completes us.
Do we need the church?
"But," people ask, "can't I just love
God on my own? Do I really need the
church?" The answer is explained in
Ephesians 4:11-16. We are to love the
church. Jesus did; he gave himself for
the church (Eph. 5:25). That means we
won't tear it down or criticize it. It is the
body of Christ, the gathering of the
3
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committed, the believers; we need each
other.
In fact, if we look at Scripture, it tells
us to have peace with one another, love
one another, prefer one another, and be
of the same mind with one another. We
are to edify one another, receive one
another, admonish one another, greet
one another, wait for one another, care
for one another, and serve one another.
We are not to consume, bite, or devour
one another, envy one another, or judge
one another. We are to bear one another's burdens, be kind to one another,
and stir up one another to good works.
We are not to speak evil of others or
grumble against each other. We are to
confess our faults to each other, pray for
one another, practice hospitality with
one another, and minister through our
gifts to one another.
How are we going to do all that? We
are going to do it by recognizing that
Christ is the Lord of the church and that
he is our Lord. Because we love our
Lord and serve him, we will love and
serve the church.
He put you in your church with your
skills and your talents for a purpose.
That doesn't mean you're to do everything in the church, but you are to make
the work of your church a priority. You
are to be supportive with your finances,
your time, your prayers, and your
abilities.
Is giving money one of your worship
priorities? Do you give as careful thought
to your giving as businessmen do to
their investments? In our house we give
to our local church and to other ministries that we believe are showing faithfulness to Christ.
Are you supportive of church leaders?
Do you pray for them? Do you pray for
your pastor? I have been a pastor and I
know how lonely that position can be.
Pray for your pastor and his family;
allow him time to be a person and time
to be alone with his family.
I know a pastor who will work only
50 hours a week. He spends at least three
nights a week at home with his family.
When the elders ask him to do more
calling, he asks, "What shall I cut out?"
He has priorities. He says, "If I don't
have priorities about my work, how can
I make a statement to the workaholics in
the congregation?"
Do the work of ministry, but do it as
God gives you his gifts. Don't feel guilty
if you're not the teacher. Don't feel
guilty if your gift is hospitality and not
administration or evangelism. You can't
do it all. You're to be a witness, but
Evangelical Visitor

Worship in church is a climax, a time with other
believers who also have had ongoing worship
all week long. We look forward to an encounter
with God that is precious and corporate because
it comes out of our fullness, not out of our
emptiness.

that's not something you do so much as
something you are. It happens by staying close to Christ.
Those who think they "do" witnessing
are often the ones who get in the way so
that people see them rather than Christ.
An introducer is a person who introduces two people and then gets out of the
way so they can become acquainted. If I
introduce a young man to a young
woman, do I stay and monopolize the
conversation or do I get out of the way?
Is "introducing" people to the Lord a
priority in your life? Can you do it so
that they are impressed with the Saviour
and not with you and your skills as an
introducer? Can you work without
drawing attention to yourself?
People who are evangelists are convinced Christians. They believe that
evangelism is important. They are listeners—compulsive talkers are not good
evangelists because they end up talking
about themselves more than about Jesus.
Effective evangelism is four fifths listening and one fifth speaking. Evangelistic
listeners are empathetic; they try to enter
into the feelings of other people.
Evangelists are not necessarily eloquent or glib or ready with all the
answers, but they do try to articulate the
gospel clearly. True evangelism means
trusting God week after week after week
even when no immediate results are
seen.
Are there jobs in the church that you
think are beneath your dignity? I know
people who will lead a morning service
but who will not pull weeds from the
church yard. I know people who will
serve on the board of deacons but who
will not pray for weaker Christians
without gossiping about them. We are
to exercise our gifts. But service is a
priority too, done under the authority of
God and for his glory. That is also your
"presentation," your proper worship.
February 1985

Are you abiding?
As you discover your spiritual gifts,
and others in the church discover theirs,
you'll begin to relax and realize, "I don't
have to be out there evangelizing if that's
not my gift. I am to be a witness, but I
may not be an evangelist. I don't have to
be organizing a church supper if that is
not my gift. I don't have to teach Sunday
school class; there are others to whom
God has given that gift."
A body has two eyes, two ears, one
mouth, two feet; you don't have to be all
of them in the body of Christ. A foot
doesn't have to be an ear; it would do an
awful job as an ear. Let God develop his
body, the church, his way. Then the
work will go on, with everybody exercising their gifts.
What do you tell a Christian who says
he doesn't have a gift? While he may be
hoping he won't have to do anything,
you ought to help him discover his gift.
In doing so, you will be helping him to
worship. It's our responsibility as a body
of believers to recognize each other's
gifts. We will all be growing Christians if
we know our gifts and use them. Then,
those of us who say, "I believe," will
know our priorities and serve him
obediently.
The word abide appears three times in
John 15:4, the account of the Vine and
the branches: "Abide in me, and I in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more
can ye, except ye abide in me." Are you
attached to the Vine? Are you abiding,
ready to bear the fruit that he produces
because you are concentrating on abiding, not taking inventory of the fruit
production?
God opposes the proud, but look
what he gives to the humble—his grace
(James 4:6). "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that

he may exalt you in due time" (1 Peter
5:6). That is what worship is, a humbling
of ourselves under the mighty hand of
God in surrender, obedience, and commitment. Our worship is to humble ourselves, and from that worship comes
God's grace, his favor. What more could
any of us want? What else could any of
us ever need?
Follow God carefully and prayerfully,
and both you and your church will
benefit. Bit by bit, each person will be
growing in Him and serving Him in the
areas where he or she is strongest. You
will see gifts being used, you will relax
more, you will love God more, and you
will rejoice more. That's what God
wants.
The Holy Spirit knows what he is
doing. Let God do his work in his
church through your surrender to him.
God does his work very well.
Don't just take up space
Look at your priorities: Does Christ
own you so that you fit in the body? Are
you committed to his church—the body—
because you need to be and want to be?
God put you here at this time and place
to be his, in his church. Don't just take
up space. Remember the statement
about the unproductive tree (Luke 13:69). If you feel you cannot worship or
that you have no gift, examine your
heart. Are you sure you are his? Being
certain of that is of first importance.
Does Christ know you as his own? Have
you transferred your faith from yourself
to Christ? What are you waiting for?
Don't be tossed around any more by
every wind of doctrine (Eph. 4:14). He
promised, "Him that cometh to me I will
in no wise cast out" (John 6:37). After
you have settled your relationship and
your priorities of worship, your service
and discipleship will also begin to be
established.
You are holy. God has made you so.
Don't ever profane or cheapen God's
holy work—yourself. Make sure, as a
priority of your life, that you practice
absolute obedience to God so that
nothing about you or what you do ever
detracts from his beauty, or hinders his
message, or degrades the name you
bear. It is your priority to worship so
that "whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God" (1 Cor. 10:31). "Be ye
doers of the word, and not hearers only"
(James 1:22).
Everything you do is measured by the
priority of this question: "Is my life lived
in the worship and honor of God?'
•
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Worshipcarefully planned,
joyously celebrated
Once there was a church—dead in sin and cold in
worship—that hired a new, young pastor. The bishop
said the man had proved himself to be a talented leader.
When the pastor arrived, he tried and failed. Finally, he
became determined to renew the spiritual vitality of the
people. So he planned a monumental worship event, a
grand celebration to enliven the people and remind them
of God's faithfulness.
The new pastor spent days, weeks, months preparing
the celebration. He instructed his congregation in righteousness, requiring of them purity, service, and sacrifice.
He oversaw the cleaning and renovation of the sanctuary, lining the aisles with carpet and flowers, and decorating the walls with colorful banners. He employed
secretaries, and ministers of music and worship to help
him coordinate the details of the event. The choir director assembled a 50-voice chorus, complete with orchestra, choreographers, and sound system. The worship
minister called numerous meetings of the ushers and
deacons. He even planned a banquet to follow the service, wherein each attender would be lavishly fed.
The innovative pastor went to his local Christian Light
Bookstore and ordered special robes of the finest cloth
and beautifully designed bulletins. When all these preparations were made, he sat down to write the best sermon
he had ever heard or imagined. Hours and hours he
prayed and toiled over every joyous phrase. This, he
thought, would be a service to remember, one which
would inspire the people and live in their hearts forever.
Finally the day arrived. The exultant minister rose to
the pulpit and glorified God, saying,
Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name . . .
Sing to him, sing praise to him,
tell of all his wonderful acts . . .
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Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness . . .
Cry out, "Save us, O God our Savior" . . .
Praise be to the Lord . . .
from everlasting to everlasting.
Then all the people said "Amen." It was a wonderful day;
all were indeed excited and inspired. Their hearts were
drawn once more to God.
The young pastor drove home, exhausted but elated
from his months of intense planning. He reclined in his
easy chair, still nearly floating on waves of joy. Suddenly
his wife entered the room, and in icy silence turned to
him and said, "The church board chairman just called.
They are convening an emergency meeting for tomorrow
night to discuss your dismissal. You made a fool of
yourself. You deserve to be fired!"
The following evening, as the board chided him for the
previous day's "vulgar" display, they made it clear that he
had stooped to the evil devices of men. "With one foot in
the door of the world," he had gone about disgracing the
church and all its tradition.
Then the pastor calmly rose to say, "The service yesterday was for the Lord. He chose me to be his minister,
not you as a board or anyone from this denomination. I
will continue to celebrate before the Lord. In fact, I will
make myself even more contemptible in your sight in the
future. But the congregation of whom you have spoken,
by them I shall be held in honor."
And, as the greatness of God was his witness, he was
right. He continued as pastor (he had a three-year contract and a sympathetic bishop) and the church has
grown in every way and honors God to this day.
—adapted from 1 Chronicles 15—16 and 2
Samuel 6 (the account of David's transferring the ark to Jerusalem)
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by Andrea Harrison
David was an artist. He was also a
talented leader and administrator.
Above all, he had a heart for God and
was devoted to singing God's praises.
David's psalm, given on the great celebration day recounted in 1 Chronicles
15—16 and 2 Samuel 6, is one of the
most effective and beautiful expressions
of worship ever uttered. David lived
hundreds of years ago, but he is certainly a friend of mine.
People think of David in various
ways, but I like to recall him as a
worship-planner par excellence. When
David failed in his first attempt to bring
the ark to Jerusalem, he repented and
resolved to try again. No wonder he
danced in the streets as the ark finally
entered the city; his repentance and
obedience were accepted by God. Thus
we see the juxtaposition of David's careful preparation for worship and his personal, joyous response. Herein lies a lesson for today's church.
We all likely have opinions about
worship. Some years ago our family
worshiped with a congregation which
possessed the talent and personnel for a
fairly large youth choir. Little did I realize when I assumed directorship that a
year of frustration lay ahead. I was told,
for example, that I needn't spend any
money for new music. (The church was
quite affluent.) The person said that
there was plenty of music in the files that
was deemed "worshipful." I was to learn
that the evaluation of a music program
in that church was based solely on the
nebulous term "worshipful." We soon
February 1985

left that congregation where fear of
change seemed to dominate much of
their worship and administration.
Then there was the church where I
was adult choir director. At one point an
excellent cantata surfaced which was in
most musical respects suited for the talents of the choir. This particular work
had been performed elsewhere with great
acceptance and had a peace message
compatible with our Anabaptist heritage. However, when the work was previewed by members of the congregation,
I was told, "The cantata just isn't us."
Moreover, if I dare use the simple choreographic movements suggested in the
score, certain people would most definitely leave the church. Not wanting, of
course, to be responsible for that consequence, I dropped the idea.
Not all our experiences have been like
these. In many churches, worship is well
planned and meaningful. However, one
practice, evident in some congregations,
eludes my understanding: the lack of
communication between the preacher—
who usually determines the theme—and
those who plan music, sanctuary decor
(such as banners), and other parts of the
service. Most of the time, no one sees
any need. And when, by chance (some
call it Providence), the elements of worship do seem to mesh into some logical
or inspiring fabric, it is deemed a wonderful miracle of God—proof indeed
that God has visited us in a special way. I
have always reflected afterwards on the
absurdity of being so pressed to see a
miracle that we must presume—by our
misguided logic or our laziness—on
God's grace to provide one.
David is a comfort to me. He was an
innovator, an organizer, a prolific artist,
a leader, and a hard worker. He knew
his people, their needs, their preferences,
their desires. He knew what it took to
inspire them, and he was in the enviable
position of being allowed to bring to
fruition his gifts and ideas. (You can't
"red tape" a king!) Not only did he participate wholeheartedly himself in worship, but he knew how to structure a
worship experience that would make it
possible for other people also to worship
with their whole being. The actual worship, of course, was up to them.
I am fond of the passage in 2 Samuel 6
that says, "David and the whole house
of Israel were celebrating with all their
might before the Lord, with songs and
with harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums

and cymbals." How much closer could
they have come to obeying Jesus' command in Matthew 22:37, "Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind"?
Only the ungodly (exemplified by
David's wife Michal) found this intense,
earnest, and demonstrative worship objectionable.
In his essay "The Art of True Worship" (That Incredible Christian, pp.
125-131) A. W. Tozer says, "Both the
Old and the New Testament teach that
the essence of true worship is the love of
God." He further states that "love is
both a principle and an emotion; it is
something both felt and willed." David's
example implies that it is also something
that can be guided in order to bring
heart, soul, and mind into unity in worship. Well-directed worship can focus all
aspects of a person's being on the Lord.
Tozer says of adoration (which he
defines as the ultimate stage of worship),
"There can be nothing more terrible or
more wonderful than to be stricken with
love for Christ so deeply that the whole
being goes out in pained adoration of
His person, an adoration that disturbs
and disconcerts while it purges and satisfies and relaxes the deep inner heart."
According to Tozer, we must "put away
our phobias and our prejudices against
the deeper life and seek again to be filled
with the Holy Spirit."
I believe David knew true worship
and coveted it for his people. He did not
consider it an impossible dream. Moreover, he understood it could happen
both individually and in a corporate setting. Some would argue that a contradiction exists between planning and the
freedom to respond in the Spirit. But
David showed by his personal, jubilant
acts of adoration in 2 Samuel 6, verses
14-16, that carefully and imaginatively
ordered worship can be a unifying force
in the congregation and also a framework for individual, spontaneous acts.
As we should, David availed himself
of all proper, reasonable, and attainable
methods and opportunities. Yet he did
not merely manipulate, deify human
talent, nor entertain. Excellent worship
planning is by definition both effective
and non-obtrusive. It does not detract
from God, but rather lays the groundwork for his highest praise. It is the
combination of knowledge, zeal, devotion, and perseverence that is due a perfect God.
•
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Sing a new song:
Hymns for Praise and Worship
by Ronald L. Miller
The Brethren in Christ Church released Hymnsfor Praise and Worship in
July of 1984. For more than 100 years
the denomination has continued to affirm "the singing church" through the
support and preparation of meaningful
hymnals. Hymns for Praise and Worship represents the fifth Brethren in
Christ hymnal, following previous songbooks issued in 1874, 1909, 1935, and
1963. Next to the Word of God, the
hymnal constitutes the most potent force
in providing a source of unity to our
denomination. To learn and enjoy a
common body of Christian texts and
tunes offers Brethren in Christ people
the opportunity to gain greater oneness
in worship and fellowship.
The 15-member Hymnal Committee,
with Emerson Frey as chairman, spent
three years in preparing Hymns for
Praise and Worship. As the committee
collected, sang, discussed, and voted on
more than 2,000 hymns, the members
always attempted to keep in mind the
worship practices and needs of the Brethren in Christ. Though by most standards
we may form a numerically small body
of Christians, nevertheless we are a
diverse people. The task of assembling a
hymnbook which would appeal to most
Brethren in Christ congregations offered
perhaps the greatest challenge to the
Hymnal Committee. Indeed, it is this
very goal and resultant feature which
may be viewed as the new hymnal's
strength—or from a different point of
view, its weakness.
At the initial meeting of the Hymnal
Committee (in April 1981) the members
established a set of criteria on which to

Ronald L. Miller is chairman of the Music
Department at Messiah College and was a
member of the Hymnal Committee. He also
serves as treasurer of the Brethren in Christ
Board for Congregational Life.
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base the selection of hymns. The committee felt that the new hymnal should
exhibit the following:
1. Scriptural and theological integrity;
2. Heritage and practice of the Brethren in Christ;
3. Balance between God-oriented and
experience-oriented hymns;
4. Texts with contemporary language;
5. Singable tunes;
6. Compatibility between texts and
tunes.
Scriptural and theological integrity
Of the criteria listed above, numbers
two through six receive varying degrees
of emphasis as they relate to different
hymns. Obviously it was the committee's goal to apply the first criterion to
every hymn in the songbook. One feature of Hymns for Praise and Worship
assists the singer to relate the songs to a
scriptural foundation. Accompanying
each title is a biblical reference and quotation. For example, the Advent carol,
"Lo, How a Rose e'er Blooming," carries the Scripture, "I am a rose of
Sharon, a lily of the valleys, Song of
Solomon 2:1. Bible References index
offers one a comprehensive guide to
scriptural foundations as well as a practical aid for selecting hymns which relate
to specific worship experiences.
Brethren in Christ heritage and
practice
Compilers of the "blue hymnal" have
made a determined effort to include
worthy hymns by Brethren in Christ
authors and musicians. Such hymn writers include Kathleen Aiken (number
271), Charles E. Clouse (290), C. N.
Hostetter, Jr. (50), Harold Nigh (316),
Donna Zook (548), as well as joint creations by Joanne Barrett and Ron Long
(51 and 510), Roy and Lois Jean Peterman (75), Dwight and Lois Paine (512),
and J. R. Zook and S. R. Smith (270).
Harold Nigh's Come Follow Holiness
and Peace, (316) located in the section

entitled "Peace and Non-resistance,"
emphasizes well a major theme of the
Anabaptists in whom we find our
heritage.
God-oriented and experienceoriented hymns
Those charged with compiling hymnals for evangelical Christians often
wrestle with the perceived tension between texts centered on God and Christ
as compared to texts which highlight
one's personal experience in Christ.
During the period from 1900-1950, our
denomination witnessed a strong influx
of experience-oriented hymns, sometimes
called "gospel songs." Hymns for Praise
and Worship attempts to bring into balance the two types, since our worship
deserves the best of both. Illustrations of
new God-centered hymns include Our
God Is Sovereign Still (398) and Thine
Is the Kingdom (33); contemporary
experience songs are well illustrated by
Like a Lamb Who Needs the Shepherd
(410) and My Heart Is Fixed (396).
Contemporary language
The new Brethren in Christ hymnal
includes approximately 160 hymns
whose origins date from the past 50
years. The Hymnal Committee realized
the importance of verbal imagery which
relates to modern day situations. Margaret Clarkson, Christopher Idle, and
Bryan Jeffrey Leech are three current
hymn writers who have made significant
contributions to Hymns for Praise and
Worship. God of the Ages (55) by Margaret Clarkson is likely the most recently
written poem in the new hymnal. This
hymn was the first prize winner in a 1982
hymn writing contest sponsored by Christianity Today. Christopher Idle's How
Sure the Scriptures Are (253) is a fine
example of a poem clearly calling us to
employ "God's vital, urgent word" as we
"measure what we ought to do and to
desire."
The singer using the blue hymnal at
Evangelical Visitor

times may be surprised to find new
words within several "old favorites." If
Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee is
now If You Will Only Let God Guide
You (511); "How I Love Thy Law, O
Lord" now reads "How I Love Your
Law, O Lord" (245). In When Morning
Gilds the Skies (78), "to Jesus I repair"
now has become "on him I cast my
care."
The issue of sexist language, so controversial a topic in recent years, attracted
scant attention among members of the
Hymnal Committee. The group maintained a conservative stance on the issue,
not sensing a need to neutralize the
numerous instances of masculine reference.
Singable tunes
"Forest Green," "Bunessan," "Glory
Song"—these are the names associated
with several new hymn tunes in Hymns
for Praise and Worship. Melodies that
are easily sung and appreciated considerably enhance the beauty and value of
meaningful poetry. Following a long
tradition in Protestant hymnody, folk
songs (for example, Londonderry Air,
165) find a place along with themes from
instrumental music (such as "Symphony," 261, borrowed from Symphony
No. 1 by Johannes Brahms).

l "W.r„t on the." „.,

Compatibility between text and tune
This somewhat intangible trait is of
considerable importance to the success
of a hymn. Redeemed, How I Love to
Proclaim It (421), a fine "old" gospel
song by Fanny Crosby, takes on a new
life in its musical setting by A. L. Butler.
In relation to nine texts, users of the new
hymnal have a choice between two melodies (see, for example, numbers 14 and
15, Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing). All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name
is one of the few hymns afforded dual
musical settings in Hymns for Worship,
the "red" hymnal. This powerful hymn
of praise is set to two tunes in the new
hymnal: the standard melody entitled
"Coronation" (104) and a second tune,
"Diadem" (71), which is new to Brethren
in Christ hymnals. Praise God from
Whom All Blessings Flow is represented
by three settings: "Old Hundredth," the
traditional Doxology (3); a 1972 setting
by Jimmy Owens (10); and an ambitious
"Dedication Anthem" (5). The latter,
the most extended song in the hymnal, is
actually intended for performance by a
choir; however, in recent years this version has proved to be extremely popular
among Mennonite congregations. With
a bit of extra effort our congregations
likewise will find it to be a thrilling
expression of praise to God.
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Comparing the red and blue hymnals
It is enlightening to draw several
comparisons between Hymns for Worship, the red hymnal of 1963, and the
new Hymns for Praise and Worship.
Even though the new hymnal contains
32 more pages than the earlier book, the
blue hymnal actually includes fewer
hymns: 472 as compared with 583. In
large part this results from the less compact, more spacious printing of both
music and text, offering greater ease in
viewing and singing. Another result is
that there are few half-page hymns in
Hymns for Praise and Worship.
In contrast to the decreased number
of hymns, when we turn to worship aids
the new hymnal contains approximately
40 more than the red hymnal. The
observer also will note that worship aids
display greater variety and are located
throughout the book rather than being
printed as a group in a separate section.
It is hoped that worshipers will more
readily benefit from these readings in
their new format.
Even though many hymns from the
red hymnal—270 to be exact—are included in the new book, nevertheless the
congregational singer is confronted with
a lot of new material. Therefore, the
worshiper is encouraged to approach
the new hymnal with a spirit of adventure and sense of challenge. In endeavoring to sing new poems and melodies,
God's truths and challenges can take on
renewed significance and meaning. And
a final word of caution to the pastors
and song leaders who use the new hymnal: Do not feel compelled to introduce
all the new songs at once! We all need to
experience the familiar while at the same
time attempting to "sing a new song to
the Lord."
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The first printing of Hymns for Praise
and Worship, 10,000 copies, has been
sold out except for a few copies in stock
in various Christian Light Bookstores.
This means there will be some delay in
filling current orders. Plans are to correct a few errors discovered in the first
printing, so that subsequent printings
can be as error free as possible. The
second printing is expected to be released
in May 1985.
Churches planning to order Hymns
for Praise and Worship should send
their orders to P.O. Box 189, Nappanee,
IN 46550. A price increase is expected to
become effective for orders received
after August 1, 1985.
•
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by Myron L. Tweed

The Apostle Paul stated in 1 Corinthians 14:15, "I will sing with the spirit, and
I will sing with the understanding also."
In selecting hymns for the worship service, the pastor or music director must
use good judgment in the selection of hymns. Christians are instructed in the
fundamentals of their faith through singing. The hymnal provides not only a
commentary on the Holy Scriptures, but also a vehicle for a personal expression
of faith. Furthermore, when a group of Christians sing with vitality the same
melody, harmony, and rhythm, they think and feel the same ideas and emotions
and are drawn together in the act of profound praise.
Our concept of worship has at its center the priesthood of the individual
believer. Therefore, the believer as the guardian of the soul seeks God's indwelling presence. Isaiah 6 outlines the religious experience of the prophet. From it
we can design a meaningful pattern of worship.

Revelation, Praise and Adoration
". . . I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and his train filled the temple. . . . Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory"
(Isaiah 6:1-3).
The believer is brought to a realization of the majesty and
holiness of God. With a vision of the Almighty, our response
is one of worship and adoration. Thus, the opening hymns
should be uplifting, universal and awe-inspiring.
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty—(Heber) Dykes
All Hail The Power of Jesus' Name—(Perronet) Holden
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee—(Van Dyke) Beethoven
Bless His Holy Name—Crouch
Let Us Break Bread Together—American Spiritual
The congregation is united in spirit, faith and song, and we
exclaim "Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, God of Glory, Lord of
Love." The spiritual direction is upward. God is in the foreground, and as a community of believers, we worship him.
These objective hymns unite the assembly of believers in
corporate worship.
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Confession and Forgiveness
". . . Woe is me .'for I am undone; because I am a man of
unclean lips. . . .""Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged" (6:5-7).
The service of prayer and confession is most often led by
the pastor who directs the assembly in a time of reflection and
self-examination. After his vision of the righteousness of
God, Isaiah realized his unworthy condition and confessed:
"Woe is me! for I am undone; for I am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips, for mine
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts."
Each worshiper may share an experience common to that
of the prophet. The pastor may invite the communicant to an
altar of prayer. Provision is made for a loving God and a
seeking soul. The assurance of God's forgiveness, cleansing
and spiritual renewal is declared. Depending on the distinctive elements of the service, the pastor may conclude with
expressions of thanksgiving and praise. A distinctive closing
is to invite the people to join in saying "The Lord's Prayer."
The hymns at this point of the service are more subjective
and express the concern of the individual and his or her
Evangelical Visitor

commitment to Christ. With the use of the personal pronoun
"I" and "my," the hymn may express a religious experience or
the aspiration of the believer.
Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken—(Lyle) Mozart
Father, I Adore You—(Coelho) Maranatha
Saviour Thy Dying Love—(Phelps) Lowry
My Faith Looks Up To Thee—(Palmer) Mason
Lord, I Want To Be A Christian—American Spiritual
Emotions and concepts are frequently better understood
and accepted if they are articulated in a hymn. A Scottish
Presbyterian once wrote: "I find them often helpful in giving
the word or phrase which gathers up most fitly what is in my
heart and deepens its meaning." The power of the right words
in purifying and strengthening prayer is very great.
And so Isaiah in his "altar" experience expressed a fulfillment of his need: "Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged." So a hymn may
express the inward cleansing of the believer.
Exhortation and Illumination
"Also I heard the voice of the Lord. . . . Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us?" (6:8)
God may speak to the assembly through the choir, an
ensemble, or soloist. Hymns or anthems may be selected
which focus and lift up the theme of the sermon. Choose good
poetry which is scripturally sound. The music should suit the
text and portray the meaning of the words.
The following list of choral and vocal selections are
recommended for church musicians. The octavo numbers are
rated according to performance level.

Choral selections:
Psalm 86—Nygard (Hinshaw HMC-755) Easy
My Eternal King—Marshall (Fischer CM6752) Medium
He Could Not—Harris/Cloninger (Alexandria R-H0209)
Easy
Praise Him People of God—Wilmington (Lillenas AN2505) Medium
More Than A Song—Whittemore-Fettke (Lillenas AN2552) Easy
Festival Piece on St. Anne—Butler (Belwin DMC1119)
Medium
The Highest Praise—arr. Marsh (Alexandria P M 35041)
Medium
Today, Tomorrow and Every Day—Sjolund (Hinshaw
HMC-548) Easy
In This Very Room—Harris (Alexandria R-H0202) Easy
Joy In the Morning—Sleeth (Hope F955) Medium
Vocal Solos:
The Lord Is My Light—Allitsen (Boosey and Hawkes)
Sacred Classic
I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked—O'Hara (G.
Shirmer) Sacred Classics
Give Me Jesus—Burleigh (Belwin Mills) American Spiritual
The Church Soloist—Thiman (Novello) Sacred Classic
Biblical Songs—Dvorak (G. Schirmer) Sacred Classic
Twenty-five Sacred Duets—arr. Young (Paragon) Hymns
The Songs of Bryan Jeffrey Leech—Bock (Alexandria)
Contemporary Gospel Songs
Contemporary Classics—Bible/Thomas (Lillenas) Contemporary Gospel Songs
February 1985

100 Sacred Favorites—Compiled—Johnson (Singspiration) Hymns and Contemporary Gospel Songs
Everything for the Church Soloist—Doig, Wilson, Schrader (Hope) Hymns and Contemporary Gospel Songs
"The hymn and its tune together compose the unit of the
hymn as sung, and together stand or fall. An inartistic tune
will kill the most poetic hymn ever written. A great tune does
more; it adds something to the printed words by way of
suggesting things of the Spirit unprinted between the lines."
(Hymnody of the Christian Church, Richmond: John Knox
Press, 1956, p. 232.)
The sermon is at the heart of the service of the worship and
the pulpit serves as the center for the exposition of the Word.
The sermon includes "doctrine, reproof, correction and
instruction in righteousness that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (2 Tim.
3:16, 17).

Dedication and Consecration
"Then said I, Here am I; send me" (6:8).
This is the consummation of the service when the pastor
challenges the body of believers to make decisions based on
the appeal of the message. The congregational hymn may be
a song of invitation to the non-believers to accept Christ
through faith. The hymns provide an opportunity for commitment and dedication similar to the resolve of Isaiah when
he said, "Here am I, Lord, send me." As the choir and
congregation sing the hymn following the sermon, they are
united in thought and purpose.
Trust and Obey (Sammis)—Towner
Living for Jesus (Chishom)—Lowden
Where He Leads Me, I Will Follow (Blandy)—Norris
We've a Story to Tell to the Nations—Nichol
Fill Me Now (Stokes)—Sweeney
Didactic hymns teach or exhort the people concerning
great truths of the gospel. Pastors recite a beautiful hymn to
reinforce the impact of the sermon. John Wesley wrote
hymns so that his parishioners could sing the doctrine into
their hearts. They learned the hymns at church on Sunday,
and sang them during the week as they went about their daily
duties.
In our modern churches, great responsibility rests on the
person who chooses the hymns which the people sing. We
search for the better hymns because they express in a profound way our faith, which otherwise often is inexpressible.
We can recall them easily if the tunes portray and uplift the
words. With a good wedding of text and tune, the greatest
hymns illustrate, enforce and impress the truths of the Christian faith. God speaks to us through the hymns, and the
individual believer responds through hymns. The service of
worship is designed as a creative dialogue for the Christian
who sincerely worships "in spirit and in truth."
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord" (Col. 3:16).
•

Myron Tweed is professor of music at Point Loma Nazarene
College in San Diego, Calif. He was a member of the 1963 hymnal
committe which produced Hymns for Worship. Scriptural references are from the King James Version.
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.by R. Donald Shafer
Since the spring of 1984, our churches
have been seeing the theme and symbol
of our 1984 General Conference. For the
biennium of 1984-1986, we are focusing
on the importance of "Living as Christ's
Family." The scriptural passage for this
emphasis is the Epistle to the Ephesians.
During the year of 1985, we can take
advantage of this inspirational idea.
Perhaps we can ask the question, "What
does it mean to be living as Christ's
family?"
To begin, we can refresh our memories of the meaningful messages that
were a highlight of our General Conference meeting this past summer of 1984.
Th conference sermon by Martin Schrag
has already been printed in the July,
1984 issue of the Visitor. Yet to come are
at least excerpts of the other four messages: "The Mission of Christ's Family"
by Charles Rickel; "The Maturity of
Christ's Family" by David Climenhaga;
"The Behavior of Christ's Family" by
Eber and Ruth Dourte; and "The
Strength of Christ's Family" by Robert
Hempy. It is the hope and intention of
those who plan our General Conference
program that it will not just be an event
but a continuing experience in the life of
our churches.
Congregations have the opportunity
of using these messages for study purposes and discussion groups as they
might want to incorporate them. Some
possibilities would be Sunday school
classes, Bible study groups, mid-week
12

sessions, and prayer times. The New
Testament Letter of Ephesians is the
basic Scripture for this subject. The significant sermons of the 1984 conference
can be interpretive material for such
dialogue.
One way of implementing this theme
would be to ask a question for each of
the first three quarters of 1985. While
other patterns could emerge from the
creativity of congregational planning
groups, you might consider the following three questions, using as resource
material the articles in the Visitor.
In the first months of 1985, pastors
and other congregational leaders could
help the local churches ask the question,
"Who are we?" The importance of a
group having a clear identity and purpose can hardly be overstated. If we
know who we are, it is more likely we
will know where we are going. This
would be an opportune time to get into
writing a specific purpose for your local
church. For those who have such statements, it would be good to review and
revise them. What is the reason for the
existence of your local group? What are
the basic understandings of your people
about your Brethren in Christ congregation as a part of Christ's larger family?
For the second quarter, it could be
helpful to respond to the query, " What
are we going to do?" It is the essential
question each person and group needs
to raise: "Lord, what would you have us
do?" Once a group has established a

clear purpose, it then becomes necessary
to spell out a plan of long-range and
short-range goals. If a local church
doesn't have a definite plan, it will not
really live as Christ's family. To be sure,
a group might'exist and maintain some
semblance of a group but would hardly
be living as Christ's zealous family. And
certainly, when there is a plan of mission
and ministry, there will be a maturing
process of life!
For the third quarter, it follows that a
searching inquiry could be, "How will
we behave as Christ's family?" This is a
matter of establishing priorities and
implementing plans. It is moving from
the philosophy and planning levels to
participation. It is a matter of putting
into practice what we believe to be a
good plan.
It is not surprising that most of the
New Testament Letters have both a
statement of purpose or doctrinal section and then a practical or behavioral
section. To live as Christ's family, it
must always include both. To live right,
we must believe right. We can only
achieve what we truly believe. This has
been a struggle for Christ's family from
the days of the early church. Some will
want to focus on the nature and mission
of the church. Others will insist on
behavior and results. For all of this, we
really need each other. The one thing
that is obvious about Christ's family is
our unity. We are one in Christ, and we
are dependent upon each other to be
truly living as his family.
As your congregation gets involved,
we hope you will share your ideas. Perhaps pastors could share what is happening through the Bishops' newsletters.
Others may write letters or news items
for the Visitor. We need to hear how we
express life as Christ's family.
It is good to remind ourselves that we
live by the power of an inner faith. Our
experience is based on the power of an
inspired love. And our future is based on
the power of an imaginative hope
(Ephesians 3:14-21).
With the human family in big trouble
and the sins of our society spread blatantly before the world, we need to live as
Christ's family. Let's find ways to talk
and walk together. As we submit ourselves, out of reverence for Christ and to
one another, then we will truly be living
as Christ's family (Ephesians 5:2, 8, 21).

Don Shafer, Upland, Calif, is the general
secretary of the Brethren in Christ Church.
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Religion in Review

1984—The Year of the Unusual
hy David Kucharsky
In the pre-dawn hours of July 9,1984,
lightning struck the famous old cathedral in York, England. The roof over the
south arm of the cross-shaped structure
collapsed. Fire compounded the damage.
To insurance investigators, the loss
was the result of an act of God. To
churchmen who protested a bishop's
consecration in the cathedral three days
before, it was the judgment of God.
Interpreting world events as divine
wrath is not common these days; when it
happens on a broad scale it attracts considerable attention. The storm over York
Minster was felt around the world. It
was one of several extraordinary developments relating to religion that won
extensive media coverage in the past
year.
Even the Wall Street Journal, whose
business reporting normally crowds out
matters of faith, carried a front-page
feature on what happened in York.
At the heart of that controversy was
the Rev. David Jenkins, who was made
Bishop of Durham despite his publiclyexpressed doubts about the resurrection
of Christ, which he called a "conjuring
trick with bones." Evangelicals in the
Church of England assailed the appointment of Jenkins and some saw what
happened to the cathedral as evidence of
God's displeasure.
A spokesman for the local fire brigade added more mystery to the matter
in recounting "a number of unexplained
phenomena." The Journal story deDavid Kucharsky is the editor of The
Christian Herald. Copyright ® December
1984 by the Evangelical Press Association.
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scribed them: "The cathedral's roof was
fully wired with lightning rods, which
for some reason didn't work that night.
Then there were the six smoke detectors
in the ceiling, tested just a month before.
None, for some reason, set off an alarm.
Nor was there any thunder, despite several sightings of the lightning flash."
The judgment of God was also an
issue in the U.S. presidential election
campaign, a campaign which dealt with
religious themes frequently. President
Reagan, who has alluded to Armageddon from time to time over the years,
was challenged by a group of clergymen
active in the anti-nuclear movement.
The clergy group, expressing concern
that "the ideology of nuclear Armageddon" might be rubbing off on him,
called for repudiation of any theory
which sees nuclear war as part of God's
plan to punish the wicked. The Rev.
Jerry Falwell, head of Moral Majority,
issued a response which said, "Most
evangelicals fully believe there will not
be a nuclear war."
Falwell's name came up repeatedly in
campaign rhetoric. Democratic candidate Walter Mondale claimed Falwell
held a strong influence over Reagan
which was eroding the wall of separation between church and state. Mondale's running-mate, Geraldine Ferraro,
claimed on the campaign trail that if
Reagan was re-elected, Falwell would
choose the next Supreme Court Justices.
The presidential primaries were conducted without much reference to religion despite the fact that Democratic
contenders Jesse Jackson and Gary Hart
had both trained for the ministry (Jackson was subsequently ordained and

served as a pastor; Hart switched his
career to law and politics). Indeed, the
church-state issue did not emerge until
the Republican convention in Dallas,
which a number of noted evangelical
churchmen attended. Reagan told them,
"The truth is, politics and morality are
inseparable. And as morality's foundation is religion, religion and politics are
necessarily related. We need religion as a
guide."
Mondale reacted, saying that in making such statements Republicans "raised
doubts whether they respect the wall our
founders placed between government
and religion." One practical effect of the
Democratic nominee's outlook was his
continued opposition to anti-abortion
laws favored by the religious right.
Among evangelicals, abortion has
been the most widely discussed social
issue. Pro-life activists estimate that
there are now about 1,600,000 abortions
performed in the United States each
year. The intensity of pro-life sentiment
became evident when Inter Varsity Press
bowed to pressure and cancelled a book
deemed by critics to be too sympathetic
to women considering abortion. Socalled pro-choice forces, on the other
hand, pointed to the "terrorism" that
has been used increasingly against abortion and family planning clinics. At least
20 bombing and arson incidents were
reported by federal authorities during
1984, compared to two in 1983 and three
in 1982.
Perhaps as a by-product of the abortion focus, church-state concerns were
higher than normal on the agenda of the
U.S. Congress. Proponents of a school
prayer amendment again failed to get a
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bill enacted, but a form of "equal access"
finally became law. The statute guarantees, among other things, access to
school facilities for students who initiate
and conduct religious meetings under
certain conditions.
Another new federal law puts a number of restrictions on the way the Internal Revenue Service may investigate the
financial operations of churches and
other religious organizations. That measure's supporters included representatives
of such diverse organizations as the
National Council of Churches, the National Association of Evangelicals, The
National Conference of Christians and
Jews, Moral Majority, and the Southern Baptist Convention.
The IRS has had its hands full trying
to control abuse of tax-exempt privileges given religious organizations, but
many religious leaders feel that freedom
to exercise faith is at stake. The year's
biggest showdown in this respect came
with the imprisonment of Unification
Church leader Sun Myung Moon for
income tax evasion. Moon pleaded unsuccessfully that the money in question
belonged to his church and was therefore not subject to taxes. Spokesmen for
the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) were among churchmen
who disowned Moon's theology but
who nonetheless spoke in his behalf in
the interests of religious freedom.
The U.S. Supreme Court also had
more than its quota of cases with churchstate implications in 1984. The court
ruled in favor of a publicly-sponsored
creche on private property, and agreed
to hear a case involving a privately
sponsored Nativity display on public
property. In a ruling interpreted by
some as condoning racial discrimination, the court declared that private
schools are subject to government regulations even if they receive no direct public subsidies, but added that control is
limited to specific programs. Still to be
determined was the constitutionality of
14
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laws providing for a daily moment of
silence in public school classrooms. A
suit with similar significance which may
eventually end up in the hands of the
Supreme Court challenges the U.S.
government's decision to re-establish
diplomatic relations with the Vatican.
The tension between religious and
governmental authority is by no means
limited to the United States. Indeed, it
flares up in other countries in much
more violent contexts. In Poland, for
example, a priest known for his support
for the outlawed Solidarity movement
was killed, and large demonstrations
forced the state to compromise its edict
against crosses displayed in public
schools.
Christians in many Communist countries are obligated to abide by government restrictions on religious activities.
The alternative they face is jail—or
worse. Nevertheless, the churches in
those lands continue to grow. Their
vitality was cited by American ecumeni-

cal delegations which visited the Soviet
Union and by evangelist Billy Graham,
who conducted a successful speaking
tour of Baptist and Orthodox congregations there. Michael Bourdeaux, who
won the 1984 Templeton Foundation
Prize for Progress in Religion for his
study of Christians under communism,
is hoping for some relaxation by the
Kremlin.
Overt conflict between religion and
government was a major problem for
India, where extremist Sikhs seek national autonomy. Indian troops stormed
the Golden Temples of Amritzar, holiest
of the Sikh shrines, and some 420 lives
were lost. Several months later, Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi was assassinated
by a Sikh bodyguard and rioting broke
out across the country, most of it aimed
at Sikhs. There are about 14,000,000
Sikhs in India, but they are far outnumbered by Hindus. Sikhism grew out of
an effort to unite Hindus and Muslims.
Religious rivalries also caused conEvangelical Visitor

Among the most vivid of 1984's images were news photos of
the multiplied thousands of starving persons in Ethiopia.
(Turn to page 20 for current information about the Brethren in Christ response to this need.)

tinuing strife in Northern Ireland, where
Protestants and Roman Catholics are
engaged in a major conflict, and in the
Middle East, where Jews, Christians,
and Muslims perpetuate a struggle
which has ancient origins.
The much-talked-about armed conflicts in Latin America are of a different
sort, but churches are often blamed
there as well, and for a variety of reasons. Some analysts complain that the
Christian community has been too passive about oppressive government policies and exploitation of the poor. From
those eager to battle injustice there has
emerged so-called liberation theology,
which bears an alarming resemblance to
Marxism. Liberation theology has been
gaining influence despite warnings
against it from the Vatican. Even U.S.
bishops seemed to flirt with liberation
theology in their critique of capitalism
and the U.S. economy, released just
after the election.
South Africa, still clinging to apartheid, came under renewed criticism
from churchmen around the world.
Their cause gained strength when Bishop
Desmond Tutu, a black South African
Anglican, won the Nobel Peace Prize
for his campaign against apartheid.
There are great differences of opinion
among Christians as to what strategies
are morally acceptable in the effort to
promote racial equality. The World
Council of Churches has come under
severe attack for giving financial aid to
revolutionary movements in Africa.
Along with seeking to resolve disputes, Christendom faces the problem
of indifference within its own ranks, too.
In America, a survey revealed that little
is being done to develop evangelicals'
roles in the national debate over peace,
security, and freedom. A special study
initiated by NAE proposes establishment of a special center to keep tabs on
the full range of evangelical thought and
action relating to war and peace.
On the brighter side of the news was
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the indication that the evangelical surge
of recent years maintained momentum.
Most biblically-oriented churches in
America prospered. Parachurch organizations grew. Christian television and
radio kept expanding with the increasing availability of cable outlets and more
efficient technology. Giving to Christian
enterprises continued to climb, and
some analysts expected a big jump in
year-end income following disclosure of
a new tax plan that could in subsequent
years curtail deductions for charitable
donations.
Milestones in 1984 included the 200th
anniversary of the birth of American
Methodism and the Centennial of The
Christian Century.
Among prominent religious figures
who died were two noted church historians from Yale, Sydney E. Ahlstrom
and Roland H. Bainton; author and lecturer Francis Schaeffer; longtime Presbyterian Journal editor G. Aiken Taylor; and Martin Luther King, Sr., father
of the late civil rights leader.
Both the National and the World
Councils of Churches named new chief
executives. The NCC post went to the
Rev. Arie Brouwer, who belongs to the
Reformed Church in America and is a
graduate of Hope College. The WCC
chose Dr. Emilio Castro, a Methodist
from Uruguay. Both are known to identify more readily with evangelicals than
did their predecessors.
The ecumenical movement may have
received a new lease on life with the
approval of a set of accords by representatives to the Consultation on Church
Union. The agreement is designed to
lay a theological foundation for the
eventual merger of nine Protestant denominations: the African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church, the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, the
Episcopal Church, the International
Council of Community Churches, the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, and the United
Church of Christ.
Pope John Paul II scored an ecumenical first when, during his extensive travels, he paid a visit to World Council of
Churches headquarters in Geneva.
On practical levels, cooperation
among Christians continued in many
ways. One of the most noteworthy was
in the coordination of relief efforts in
Africa. Extra efforts were made to ease
famine conditions in Ethiopia and neighboring countries.
Two key media entered new phases.
Religious News Service, a daily report
operated for more than 50 years by the
National Conference of Christians and
Jews, became the property of the United
Methodist Reporter. E.P. News Service
began operation under the direction of
the Twin Cities Christian newspaper
through a licensing arrangement with
the Evangelical Press Association, which
retains ownership of the weekly report.
The Christian entertainment industry
was prominent during 1984. In music,
Amy Grant and Sandi Patti shared top
billing among Christian recording
artists. Many evangelical youth also
cheered a popular group from Ireland
known as U2. The group is highly
acclaimed in the secular realm, and is
outspoken in its promotion of Christian
values.
Best selling Christian authors included Charles Swindoll, James Dobson, Charles Colson, Joyce Landorf and
Ann Kiemel Anderson.
Evangelism efforts abounded in 1984.
Billy Graham and Luis Palau conducted
many crusades throughout the world.
Perhaps the most concentrated, intensive and effective evangelism effort of
the year took place in the Los Angeles
area during the Olympic Games.
Despite many enticements from the
world, spiritually hungry people continued, one by one, to commit their lives
to Christ. In 1984, that was the best news
of all.
•
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Growing alive through
IChristian education
by Mary JaneJDavis

This past summer, an elderly pastor
of a small-town church, whom I've
known since I was quite young and who
works at a full-time job on the side,
stopped me and asked me about myjob.
Why would a church need a Christian
education person? Are they hiring someone to manage the Sunday school? He
couldn't understand.
His question startled me. I quickly
tried to collect my thoughts and feelings
and explain to him what I sense to be the
purpose of a Christian education ministry. I'm not sure I acknowledged his
question at the time, but now I'd like to
share my thoughts on what a Christian
education ministry should be.
Take a few seconds and think of a
word or two to describe Christian education. I asked a group of Christian education workers to respond to that a few
weeks ago at a workshop. Their answers

Mary Jane Davis has been the full-time
Director of Christian Education for the
Grantham (Pa.) congregation since August
1984. This article is adapted from a sermon
she gave at Grantham several months ago.
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were probably similar to yours: Christian education is Sunday school, classes,
Bible curriculum like the Foundation
Series or the International Lessons,
Bible teaching, Pioneer Clubs, etc. And
you are all correct—these are all important links in the process of Christian
education. The Christian education that
we are all familiar with is the typical
Sunday school class or youth program
sponsored by the church. We tend to
think of four walls, tables, chairs, lesson
plans, and a formal teaching situation.
Christian education is a vital ministry
of the church. It is not just methods, nor
is it limited to Sunday morning Sunday
school. It is our education for Christian
living. As such it should provide the
necessary guidance for the total life of
the Christian. I said that it is a vital
ministry; the Latin word "vita" means
life, so this is a life ministry we're talking
about. Jesus said, "I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full"
(John 10:10). Christian education is
obtaining and growing in that life. In
Ephesians 2:5, Paul talks about being
"alive in Christ." Christian education is
the process of growing alive in Christ. It
happens in a church, but it also has to

happen beyond the church.
Christian education concerns itself
with the processes within the body which
nurture corporate and individual growth
in Christians. There are many indications in Scripture which tell us that the
experiences and expressions of our new
life are to be progressive. For example,
Ephesians 4:15 encourages us "in all
things [to] grow up into him who is the
Head, that is, Christ." I also came across
this definition of Christian education:
"Education is concerned with helping
people know what their teachers know.
Christian education is concerned with
helping people become through growing
what their teachers are."
There are a number of functions
Christian education has in the church to
stimulate growth. Through our formal
approaches we lay the foundations of
the Christian faith and learn how to go
about having God transform us. The
Sunday school, club program, small
groups, and youth programs are all
extremely important in building biblical
foundations, in learning about the Bible.
Those are important first steps in our
growth process.
People who share common beliefs,
Evangelical Visitor

interests and expectations need each
other's companionship. They support
one another, sacrifice for one another
and sustain one another as they strive
to achieve common goals. The fellowship of believers is another necessary
feature of our "growing alive." It is to
the church that we come to be renewed,
to get our strength back, to become better equipped. We could view our
church's education program as continuing education, a weekend college. Or, we
could think of it as the cold drink of
water to the hot and thirsty runner, or
the sight of a gas station to the out-ofgas traveler. The Christian education
programs on Sunday mornings and
Wednesday evenings are not an end in
themselves. They are a filling up time;
they edify us.
Through the church we also identify
our spiritual gifts. The Bible clearly tells
us we have gifts that, when used, build
up the body. Our growth will be stunted
if we fail to recognize our gifts or the
gifts of others. We have a definite
responsibility to encourage each other in
the use of our gifts. Christian education
in and through the church equips us
with a biblical foundation and enables
us to use our gifts; it encourages us to
feel confident in reaching out to others.
By allowing the process of Christian
education to work in this way, the Christian community—the church of believers—becomes a supporting, transforming, educating whole.
Let's take a look at Christ's model of
effective Christian education. Christ did
indeed minister to the multitudes, but a
particularly important factor in his teaching effectiveness was the small group.
Jesus called a limited number of disciples. His approach was not toward mass
production but toward building a mature, solidly constructed group. This
demands intense exposure and close
contact. Neither Jesus nor Paul shied

away from letting people be close to
them—for they knew that community
was the best environment for the process
of Christian education.
Although rabbinic teaching in Jesus'
day was stuffy, rigid, and based on rote
exercises, we find that Jesus offered
teaching that was fresh and creative. We
do not find him drilling the disciples on
this material. His lessons are filled with
exciting words, vivid metaphors, and
parables. Did he find that one could
only learn in a classroom setting? No,
his greatest encounters occurred along
the road, in a home, or with a little
group in a boat. Christ discerned where
the person was and established contact.
His manner was gracious and, although
he was concerned with imparting information, his major thrust was first meeting the needs of people.
If Christian education is to be a
"growing alive" process, we cannot be
satisfied with growing only in the three
or four hours in a week when our church
provides a structured program. A growing Christian education ministry requires
us to take it beyond the four walls into
our daily lives—with our families,
friends, along the road, and to our work.
Let's investigate one area of beyond—
our families.
Do we as Christian parents feel responsible for the Christian education of
our children, or do we see the church as
the primary responsible agent for teaching them the meaning of Christianity?
God through Moses gave parents
instructions on how to teach scriptural
values to their children. In Deuteronomy 6, the Israelites were commanded,
"Impress [these commandments] on
your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up." Throughout the Old
and New Testaments, God always places
the responsibility for Christian teach-

Christian education is the process of
growing alive in Christ. It happens in a
church, but it also has to happen beyond
the church.
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ing of children on the parents. God
intended for us as parents to be the
primary communicators of values to our
children. We must discover more clearly
how the education of the church and the
home work together. As a church we
must put more effort into equipping
parents and adults. We need to provide
leadership training, guidance, and modeling of teaching, praying, and evangelizing to prepare us to continue "growing
alive" in our daily lives.
The church will reap the benefits as
this happens. As the church is inspiring
and equipping adults to teach at home,
the home will be equipping and inspiring the family to serve the church. The
Mormons have an interesting philosophy
related to this. Ninety percent of active
Mormon families have family nights.
Because home-centered religious education is a building block of the Mormon
church, Monday nights are reserved by
Mormons as a time for parents to teach
principles of their faith at home. A Family Home Evening Manual is given to
parents each year with a message from
the president of the Mormon church
reminding parents how essential it is for
them to teach at home.
Children learn to "grow alive" as they
learn to minister as a family. Many
children of Christian parents watch their
parents walk out the door at night to
"serve the Lord." Out of sight modeling
rarely works. Although they need to see
us serve, we also need to serve as
families—through family mission projects, family hospitality, family evangelism, family visitation.
Christianity Today, in a recent article
entitled "The Myth of the Generation
Gap," shared the results of research
done on family life and parental influences. Respondents in grades five
through nine ranked "to have a happy
family life" highest among 24 values.
This study also reaffirmed earlier studies
about family relationships. Parents are
still of the utmost importance to children in terms of values and beliefs; they
even outweighed peer pressure.
Christian education is not designed to
produce a product. It is designed to
supply what is needed for the process of
growth to happen. It is concerned with
the progressive transformation of the
believer toward the character, values,
motives, and understandings of God
himself. What happens in Christian
education in the church must be the firm
foundation we need so that our "growing alive" extends into life-changing
decisions for each one of us.
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The Biblical Basis for the
Evangelization of All People
Part I—The Old Testament Mandate

by Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga

When we speak of "the evangelization
of all peoples," we are really talking
about what past generations meant when
they used the word "missions." At points
in the history of the church, some socalled missionary enterprises may have
taken other directions to the exclusion
of evangelization. But to great missionaries such as Raymond Lull, Justinian
Vol Welz, William Carey, Adoniram
Judson, Sadhu Sundar Singh, and many
others, missions meant going to evangelize and disciple peoples in all nations for
the purpose of forming the body of
Christ into congregational fellowships
known as churches. Thus in this article
we will use more or less interchangeably
the words mission, missions, and world
evangelization.
Were we to seek the real reason for
the interest of some in mission, we
would find in them a less than adequate
understanding of the urgent biblical
mandate to evangelize all people. Some
peoples' interest may be based on concepts such as: mere pity, a response to
dire need or suffering, the thrill of journeys and exciting experiences, or even

the thrill of a tremendous response to
the preaching of the gospel. All of these
may be worthy parts of a challenging
missions program, yet all would still fall
far short of the basic reason for moving
out with gospel witness to the uttermost
parts of the world.
What then is this basic reason for missions of which we speak? Our concept of
the church in mission and world evangelization must be squarely founded on
the Holy Scriptures. When the "sounding of the gong and the clanging of the
cymbal" of all we have recounted has
passed away, the enduring Word of God
will still confront us, challenging us to
evangelization of the world. We may be
able to numb ourselves to the impact of
the stories of people; we may be able to
forget the emotional surge that comes
with the stirred heart as someone presents the stories of the missions; but we
can never escape the missionary challenge of the gospel.
Let us, therefore, hear the Bible speak.
In surveying the Scriptures, we reflect
on the statement that the New Testament is in the Old enfolded and the Old
Testament in the New unfolded. Thus,
while the mission to world evangelization in the Christian sense begins basically with the New Testament, the missionary idea is found all through the Old
Testament. Let us note in brief survey
the unfolding of the missionary idea
found there.

Arthur and Lona Climenhaga recently
moved from Upland, Calif, to Messiah Village, near Mechanicsburg, Pa.

Adam and Eve, and Noah fill the earth
To Adam and Eve, the parents of the
human race, was given the command,

This article is the first in a series of
three which will examine the biblical
basis for missions. These articles were
adapted from a paper presented to the
International Brethren in Christ Fellowship, meeting at Haguenau, France, on
July 20, 1984.
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"Be fruitful and increase in number; fill
the earth . . "(Genesis 1:28). The same
instruction was given to Noah in Genesis 9:1. God's intent was diffusion of
humanity to the ends of the earth. Yet
the history of people has been one long
and persistent effort to evade or thwart
the divine purpose. This is seen in the
tower of Babel incident in Genesis 11:
"Come, let us build ourselves a city, with
a tower that reaches to the heavens, so
that we may make a name for ourselves
and not be scattered over the face of the
whole earth" (v. 4). The spirit expressed
here is certainly in opposition to the
spirit of Philippians 2:9-11 and especially the phrase, "every knee should
bow." In Genesis people said, "let us
make a name for ourselves."
Promise to Abraham
However, in the progress of biblical
history, we see that God chose a man, a
family, and a nation. The progression is
from Abraham to his Hebrew descendants. For what purpose? Abraham is
given the answer in Genesis 12:3, "All
peoples on earth will be blessed through
you." This promise is repeated twice to
Abraham (Genesis 18:18; 22:17-18), and
is reasserted to Isaac (Genesis 26:2-4)
and to Jacob (Genesis 28:12-14). The
same promise is intimated to the people
through Moses at Mount Sinai in Exodus 19:5, "Now if you obey me fully and
keep my covenant, then out of all
nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine,
you will be for me a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation."
Evangelical Visitor

The earliest missionaries
After Abraham came a great host of
missionaries. Two were outstanding.
There was Joseph, sent in the providence of God through peculiar circumstances to Egypt. And there was Moses,
a great leader who had the missionary
spirit of God revealed to him by the
Lord: "As surely as I live . . . the glory
of the Lord fills the whole earth" (Numbers 14:21).

ends of the earth will fear him."
Then there is Psalm 72 with its glowing prophetic picture of Christ's glorious
coming kingdom, of which Solomon's
was a type: "He will rule from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the
earth. . . . All nations will be blessed
through him . . . Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth
be filled with his glory" (verses 8,17,19).

God's purposes of grace
Throughout the Historical Books we
can catch glimpses of God's purposes of
grace. Examples are the widow of Zarephath feeding Elijah (1 Kings 17:9), or
Naaman, the Syrian of Damascus, and
his healing in the time of Elisha (2 Kings
5). These examples are quoted by the
Lord Jesus in Luke 4:24-30 when he
rebuked the pride of his fellow townsmen of Nazareth. We note too the
breadth of God's sovereign missionary
purposes as seen in Rahab of Jericho
and Ruth the Moabitess, both coming
into the ancestral line of our Lord. Or
we hear the prayer of Solomon at the
temple dedication in 1 Kings 8:41-43:
"As for the foreigner who does not
belong to your people Israel but has
come from a distant land because of
your name . . . then hear from heaven,
your dwelling place, and do whatever
the foreigner asks of you, so that all the
peoples of the earth may know your
name and fear you. . . ."And the Lord
replied: "I have heard the prayer and
plea you have made before me" (9:3). As
a final example, the book of Esther is
most certainly a thrilling missionary
story.

Teachings of the prophets
Rich missionary teachings are to be
found in the books of the prophets. In
Isaiah we read, "There is no God apart
from me, a righteous God and a Savior;
there is none but me. Turn to me and be
saved, all you ends of the earth, for I am
God, and there is no other" (45:21-22).
"I will also make you a light for the
Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth" (49:6). "The
Lord will lay bare his holy arm in the
sight of all the nations, and all the ends
of the earth will see the salvation of our
God" (52:10). "For my house will be
called a house of prayer for all nations"
(56:7). Through Jeremiah the Lord said,
"At that time they will call Jerusalem
The Throne of the Lord, and all nations
will gather in Jerusalem to honor the
name of the Lord" (3:17).
The Minor Prophets contain missionary teachings as well. For example,
Habakkuk 2:14: "For the earth will be
filled with the knowledge of the glory of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea."
Haggai 2:7: "I will shake all nations, and
the desired of all nations will come."
Zechariah 9:10: "He will proclaim peace
to the nations. His rule will extend from
sea to sea, and from the River to the
ends of the earth." Malachi 1:11: "My
name will be great among the nations,
from the rising to the setting of the
sun . . . , says the Lord Almighty."
Two prophets, Jonah and Daniel,
stand out as missionaries. While Jonah
may have rebelled, it is clear that God's
primary purpose was the evangelization
of Nineveh. Daniel, in his setting, was a
great international missionary with a
divinely given commission.
Thus we have traced in six stages the
missionary idea in the Old Testament as
it is seen in the canonical books—the
Pentateuch, the Historical Books, the
Poetical Books, and the Prophetical
Books. The Old Testament Word is the
foundation of God's purpose to evangelize the world.
Next month—the New Testament
basis for missions.

Missionary spirit of the Psalms
As we pass to the Psalms we see a
pervading missionary spirit. We list but
a few of the notable examples for more
complete reading and reflection: Psalms
2,22,47,50,67,72,96. As an example of
the missionary spirit, consider Psalm
2:8, "Ask of me, and I will make the
nations your inheritance, and the ends
of the earth your possession." Or note
Psalm 67, the first verse of which reads,
"May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us."
How selfish that prayer would be if it
stopped there! But it does not; it goes on
to reveal the missionary motive of such a
prayer and the result of the answer,
"May your ways be known on earth,
your salvation among all nations." And
the last verse of that Psalm is a beautiful
prophecy, "God will bless us, and all the
February 1985

INTERNATIONAL
PLACEMENT
SERVICE
Brethren in Christ Missions, in
cooperation with Overseas Counselling Service (O.C.S.), has a GOMATCH computer service' which
provides information on possible
self-supporting positions overseas
which may be available to you.
This GO-MATCH service provides
you with a personalized computer
printout of global job opportunities
in your field over the past six
months. Specifics include job category, country, and requirements for
education, experience, and language.
For an up-to-date overview of
jobs which may be available foryou
overseas, return the coupon below.
There is no charge to you for this
service. There is no obligation on
your part to commit yourself to
overseas service. We just want you
to find out about possible overseas
job opportunities which may be available to you if God leads you to consider service overseas as a self-supporting missionary associate.
—Don Zook
To: Brethren in Christ Missions
P.O. Box 27
Mount Joy, PA 17552

To: Brethren in Christ Missions
P.O. Box 27
Mount Joy, PA 17552
Please have O.C.S. send me my
personalized GO-MATCH computer
printout.
General
occupation:
e.g. electrical

engineering

Specialty
area:
e.g. circuit design

Geographical area of interest:
e.g. Asia (leave blank if

worldwide)

name

street

city / state / zip
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God at work in our world
Exceptional students
Marilyn Ebersole, Macha, Zambia
I co-teach the English Sunday school
class at Macha church. In the class are
nursing students, secondary students,
and Macha Hospital staff. I would like
to introduce you to two of our pupils
and ask you to pray for these young
men.
Erasmus received one of the highest
grades in all of Zambia when he took his
final secondary school exams last year.
He is a committed Christian and in
October entered the University of Zambia. He hopes to study medicine. His
parents are Christians and grade school
teachers. His mother expresses concern
that he find Christian friends and not
fall under evil influences while at the
university.
J o n a h walks one h o u r to reach
church. He is a real inspiration to us
Sunday school teachers. He does not
have a godly heritage. After leaving
church he goes home and teaches the
Sunday school lesson to the children in
his village. On many evenings he goes to
neighboring villages and holds services.
Pray that he will not become discouraged as he witnesses and that he will see
fruit from the seed he sows.

Trinidadian fellowship in Caracas
Martha Lehman Giles, Caracas,
Venezuela
Bethel. The House of God. Hardly a
name one would expect to see nailed to
the door of a small room in an inner city
boarding house. But Bethel it is, and
within its walls meet weekly one of the
newest groups of believers in our larger
fellowship of Brethren in Christ. It is the
answer to the prayers of many, including those of Tim and Martha Giles who
are pastoring this small flock.
Tim Giles, ministering in the parish of
San Juan in Caracas, Venezuela, has
been walking the streets for the last six
months and visiting in the shops of this
crowded inner city district, seeking those
hungry for the Word of God.
One day, while visiting in the shop of
a man who sells "holy oils," images, and
good luck charms, an elderly man happened in, asking for money for a beer.
Detecting an English accent in his speech,
Tim questioned him, and found that he
was from Trinidad. This seemingly coincidental meeting led to the discovery
of a small community of English speaking people from Trinidad and Grenada,

An Inter-church Evangelism Event lor Brethren In Christ

Alive . . . '85!
"Sounding Forth the Word of Life" (1 Thess. 1:8)

EVANGELISM AND CHURCH GROWTH IN ACTION

April 11-14,1985
(Thursday evening—Sunday afternoon)
Regency Hotel, Denver, Colo.
• Times of worship, celebration, inspiration,
congregational
outreach and witness.
• Workshops

and stories

about

on a wide variety of topics.

• Speakers include Bishop Owen

Alderfer.

Registration materials have been sent to all Brethren in Christ pastors. For
more information, write to Alive '85, P.O. Box 911, Goshen, IN 46526, or call
toll free 1-800-348-7468.
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eager for a pastor who could minister to
them in their native tongue. Thus the
birth of Bethel, in the center of the
boarding house where many of them
live.
November 20th was the occasion of
the dedication of this new room, to be
used not only as a meeting place, but as
an office, counseling room, and lending
library. And although our dedication
celebration was among English speaking people, we praise the Lord that daily
new doors are being opened into the
even larger Spanish speaking community, and that there, too, people are
thirsty for the Living Water that our
Lord provides.

MCC projects 1985
aid for Ethiopia
The Brethren in Christ Church has
been a member denomination of the
Mennonite Central Committee for nearly
fifty years. This efficient and effective
relief organization, through its staff of
17 workers in Ethiopia and neighboring
Sudan, has been distributing relief to
starving and displaced persons. Generous contributions by constituent church
groups have made possible shipments of
blankets, beans, wheat, and flour.
The planned MCC response for the
first half of 1985 includes:
—shipment of 80,000 blankets (2/ 3 of
them for children)
—additional food shipments
—construction of a food warehouse
—purchase of agricultural tools and
funding for tool-making center
—allocation of funds for seed purchase and distribution
—investigation of long-term agricultural program possibilities
A November study, with subsequent
recommendations, has brought into
focus the long-range needs of these
troubled people. The causes of the distress are complex: civil war, drought,
shortsighted agricultural and environmental policies, and East-West rivalries
in Eastern Africa.
The Board for Brotherhood Concerns
is the Brethren in Christ agency which
relates to all MCC-related activities.
Contributions to Ethiopian relief may
be given through Cooperative Ministries and Mission, appropriately designated. Questions regarding this ministry
may be directed to Eber B. Dourte,
Executive Director, Board for Brotherhood Concerns, Route 4, Mountain
Road, Dillsburg, PA 17019.
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"I put
my
trust
in Thee"
•

•

•

by Ray M. Zercher
A staff member observed her pushing
a fellow resident in a wheelchair on the
way to the dining room and said, "Now
I've seen everything!"
She was surprised because she knew
that Mother was approaching her 103rd
birthday, when one might expect to see
her being pushed rather than pushing.
It was but one of the many incidents
which have marked Anna Zercher's life
at Messiah Village. But a fuller understanding of her action would have revealed an insight into her attitude: her
creative response in spite of physical limitations. She would have told an inquirer
that she found it easier to push another's
wheelchair than to walk alone. By helping a neighbor, she was also helping
herself.
She found the same to be true in
many circumstances after coming to the
Village six years ago. Continuing a
favorite activity of many years, she
busied herself at her sewing machine,
turning out many items of clothing for
the needy. In one such project, she made
150 dresses for girls in Haiti. At other
times she wrote notes of encouragement
to staffers at a home for delinquents
nearby.
Through these efforts, she maintained
a wide range of contacts. While others
were benefited by her support, she, in

One of Anna's sons, Ray Zercher lives in
Grantham, Pa.
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turn, was given a rewarding sense of
purpose. As she helped others, she was
helped.
The idea of course is not new. But it is
unlikely that many have practiced it
longer. She is probably the oldest living
member of the Brethren in Christ
Church. (By strange coincidence, for her
birthday on Nov. 29, 1984, she received
exactly 103 birthday greetings!)
She is the eldest of seven children
born to Rev. Abram Z. and Elizabeth
(Musser) Hess, Mt. Joy, Pa. Her husband, Andrew Zercher, died in 1953.
They were parents of six children, five of
whom, three daughters and two sons,
grew to adulthood.
For 84 years Mrs. Zercher was a faithful member of the Cross Roads congregation. She was converted in her thirteenth year during the first revival meeting held in that church in 1894. She was
baptized by Bishop Jacob Engle and
received membership in the same year.
For many years she was a Sunday
school teacher at Cross Roads and a
member of the board of directors for the
Messiah Children's Home nearby.
Mother yields to modesty when asked
the reasons for her longevity. She firmly
credits her faith for daily inspiration,
incentive for service, and at least one
instance of miraculous healing. But she
makes no claims to a charmed existence
and readily acknowledges the impact of
many hardships. To her visitors she frequently quotes her motto: "Live for

today and trust the Lord for tomorrow."
Those who know her well may be
inclined to claim at least minor miracles,
citing her cheerful interaction with others, her faithful memory of a past that is
rapidly falling into history, and her
active interest in current events, especially the program of the church.
A special interest for many years has
been missions, whether sponsored by
the Brethren in Christ Church or others.
In recent years, she has observed her
birthdays by sending to the missions
office a dollar for each year she has
lived. And missionaries in many places
have received items created by her sewing craft.
While Mother holds in high regard
the faith and practices of her heritage,
she is not tied to the past. Rather than
resisting change, she has sometimes initiated it. For example, when, in 1965, she
found herself one of many widows in her
community, she called them together for
a day of fellowship in a park near her
home. The Widows Retreat continues
as an annual event in the Mt. Joy area.
Her life has been one of persistent
inquiry into the nature of things. Gardening, flower culture, and observation
of bird life were but a few of the means
she found for involvement with living
things. Until recently, she was an avid
reader, always pursuing verbal meanings as well. Her dictionary and Bible
were never far away—not far apart.
Especially in recent years, Mother has
had her share of various medications.
But none has served her better or longer
than Prov. 11:22a, "A merry heart doeth
good like a medicine." Even in difficult
circumstances, she finds an element of
humor, many times expressing insights
with disarming perception and candor.
Many of her friends remember her
rapid pace when she gave them tours of
facilities at the Village. But her pace has
slackened now. At 103, a short walk in
the hall is usually enough. And she
depends much on others for her daily
needs. But she is still living for today and
trusting for tomorrow.
Mother expresses admiration for her
grandmother, Anna Zeigler Hess (18341867), writer of the hymn "O Lord, Help
Me to Live." In citing a verse from that
hymn, one suspects an affinity based not
only on kinship and first-name identity,
but, more importantly, on a shared spiritual perspective:
I put my trust while here,
My faith, my all in Thee,
For Thou hast made a way for all,
Hast made a way for me.
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chufctL Herts
Allegheny Conference

Canadian Conference

Six persons were received into membership by
the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., on
Sunday, Dec. 16. • Sam Dalton, Englewood, Co.,
held a week of revival services for the Chambersburg, Pa., congregation.
The Clear Creek congregation, Everett, Pa.,
hosted a missionary conference for the Mt. Chapel
and Spring Hope congregations. The speakers
were Bishop Frank Kipe, Phil Byers, Erma Hare
and Leora Yoder. • A cornerstone ceremony was
held by the Dillsburg, Pa., congregation, following the morning worship service recently.
Special guest speaker for the Hollowed congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., was Rev. Will Varner.
Rev. Varner is with "Friends of Israel." • Fifteen
persons were received into fellowship by the Mt.
Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., on Sunday, Dec. 9.
The Saville congregation, Ickesburg, Pa., reports holding a Thanksgiving meal. The film
" M o u n t a i n of Light" was shown as part of the
missions theme.

David and Dorcas Climenhaga, pastoral copule
of the Cross Roads congregation, Guelph, Ont.,
held an open house on Sunday afternoon, Dec. 16.
• The Houghton congregation, Langton, Ont.,
recently hosted the E m m a n u e l Bible College
Chorale.
Missionary Gordon Gilmore shared the work in
Caracas, Venezuela, with the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont. • The Sherkston, Ont.,
congregation has begun a "Bridgebuilders" program. The group meets on Wednesday evenings
for study and prayer.

Atlantic Conference
The pastors and wives of the Atlantic Conference showed their appreciation to Bishop J o h n
and Esther Byers for their ministry and leadership
with a surprise drop-in on Saturday, Dec. 8. The
open house was held in the parsonage of the Cross
Roads Church, Mount Joy, Pa.
A roast beef dinner was served by the Gospel
Tide H o u r ladies auxiliary at the Conoy Church,
Elizabethtown, Pa. Proceeds of the dinner went
toward the ministry of the radio broadcast. • The
Young Teens Action Club of the Manor congregation, Lancaster, Pa., hosted a Time Tour through
the Bible.
The Church Board of the Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., has approved sending their
pastor, Jerel Book, and one or two others f r o m the
congregation to visit the churches in Nicaragua.
The mission board has extended the invitation. •
Dave Hoffman recently shared his experiences in
Quito, Ecuador, with the Palmyra, Pa., congregation.

Alive

Central Conference
Rev. Mark Slagenweit served as the evangelist
for the Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mi., during
their revival services recently. • Recent guests of
the Christian Union congregation, Garrett, In.,
were Rev. and Mrs. Alvin Book. The Books are
studying at Fuller School of World Missions,
prior to an assignment in Venezuela.
The Dayton, Oh., congregation reports recent
guest speakers were Bishop Owen Alderfer and
Dr. Alvan Thuma. • A new parsonage was constructed by the Millerflelds congregation, Columbia, Ky. The pastoral couple, Glenn Hensels,
moved into it in November.

l
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The Valley Chapel congregation, Canton, Oh.,
held its annual missionary dinner on Thursday
evening, Dec. 27, with missionaries J o h n and
Lucille Graybill as guests. The offering received
was sent to Board for World Missions.

Midwest Conference
Fannie Longenecker, missionary to Africa for
38 years, shared with the Abilene, Ks., congregation on Sunday evening, Dec. 9. • Eight persons
were received into membership by the Mountain
View congregation, Colorado Springs, Co., on
Sunday morning, Dec. 16.
The Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., held a
"Scripture Night" recently. Members of the congregation were encouraged to share any Scripture
which had been meaningful recently.

Pacific Congregation
A leadership seminar and luncheon was held by
the Labish congregation, Salem, Or., on Sunday,
Dec. 2. Sunday school staff and teachers of the
congregation were encouraged to take part. •
Twenty-five persons were recently received into
membership by the Upland, Ca., congregation.

For The Record...

1 Births

Alleman: Julie Ann, Nov. 6; Carl and Fay
(Wildeson) Alleman, Chambersburg congregation,
Pa.

W
On Sunday afternoon, Dec. 23, a reception was
held for Clarence and Elsie Gramm in the Morrison Brethren in Christ Church in honor of their
50th wedding anniversary. The couple's four children: Eugene, Eva Brubaker, Ivan and Eleanor
Beane, were present for the occasion.

. '85!

Aspril: Craig B r a n d o n , Nov. 15; J o n and
Donna Aspril, Manor congregation, Pa.
Barsby: Kristi Michelle, Dec. 4; Mr. and Mrs.
Herb Barsby III, Silverdale congregation, Pa.
Bouabane: Mark Christopher, Dec. 5; Somsy
and Neuy Bouabane, Falls View congregation,
Ont.
Charles: Janelle Amy, Dec. 3; Rick and Sandy
Charles, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Cobb: Daniel James, Sept. 5; Ronald and
Debra (Uthoff) Cobb, Sheboygan congregation,
Wi.
Forry: Jared Thomas, Nov. 23; Gary and Lynn
Forry, Mount Pleasant congregation, Pa.

Evangelism and Church Growth In Action

April 11-14,1985
Denver, Colorado
See your pastor for details, or phone toll free 1-800-348-7468.

Fortney: Wayne Irvin, Nov. 17; Bill and Lorie
Fortney, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.
Geiger: Nathan Robert, Dec. 10; Bob and
Carol Geiger, Colombia, South America.
Happel: Dean Alywn, Nov. 19; Brian and
Wanda Happel, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.
Heck: Brandon Lee, Aug. 1; Randy and Natalie
(Meyers) Heck, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Horting: Buck Bryan, Nov. 23; David and
Terry Horting, Saville congregation, Pa.
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Hunt: Brittany Joy, Nov. 27; Jeff and D'Ann
Hunt, Highland congregation, Oh.
Mallinson: James Phillip, Nov. 22; Phil and
Ruth Mallinson, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Meyers: Micah Marvin, Nov. 17; Micah and
Debbi Meyers, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Miller: Andrew Michael, Nov. 2; Tim and
Mary Ellen (Walker) Miller, Cedar Heights congregation, Pa.
Musser: Bethany Jane, Nov. 27; Harry and
Jane Musser, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Parmer: J o r d a n Dean, Nov. 25; Rodney and
Leona Parmer, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.
Parson: Amy Marie, Nov. 19; Randy and
Kathy Parson, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Poper: Eric Daniel, Nov. 23; Gary and Penny
(Nunemaker) Poper, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Smith: Glenn Samuel III, Dec. 5; Glenn and
Betsy Smith, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Unruh: Christopher J o h n , Oct. 26; Ivon and
Rosemary Unruh, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Weikert: Adrienne Marie, Nov. 24; Bob and
D o n n a (Oberholzer) Weikert, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Wildeson: Megan Joy, Sept. 8; Harold and
Karen (Burkholder) Wildeson, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Wingert: Michael Shawn, Nov. 22; Lester and
Judy Wingert, New Guilford congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Alleman-Kelso: Laurie Ann, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Ned Kelso, and Dale Clair, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Jesse Alleman, both Chambersburg,
Pa., Dec. 2 in the Air Hill Brethren in Christ
church with Rev. Ralph Palmer officiating.
Brubaker-Innerst: Melinda Sue, daughter of
Jacob and Roxanna Innerst, and Jay Paul, son of
J. M. and Ella Brubaker, Aug. 11 in the Cedar
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with the father
of the groom officiating.
Burton-Curry: Rhonda, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ranel Curry, and Dale, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Burton; both Columbia, Ky., Nov. 22 in
the Millerfields Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Clifton Cowan officiating.
Gettel-Egolf: Brenda Diane, daughter of J o h n
E. Egolf, and Fred Allen, son of Jay and Erma
Gettel, Oct. 7 in the Calvary Grace Brethren
Church, Hagerstown, Md., with Rev. J. Norman
Mayer officiating.
Heaton-McLean: Kelly Michelle, daughter of
James and Mary McLean, Lock Haven, Pa., and
Wayne Edgar, son of Harold and Blanche Heaton, Mill Hall, Pa., Dec. 28 in the Cedar Heights
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n L.
Bundy officiating.
Koehler-Kuhns: Gloria, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Hein, and Allen W., son of Mr. and
Mrs. William Koehler, Nov. 21 in the Silverdale
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Omer King
officiating.
Meyers-Eberly: Kendra, daughter of Richard
and Edna Eberly, State Line, Pa., and Alan, son of
Mark and Lyndell Meyers, Greencastle, Pa., Dec.
15 in the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating.
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Five Brethren in Christ attend
peace/evangelism assembly
Five Brethren in Christ were among
approximately 250 people who gathered
at Berne, Indiana, on November 2 and
3,1984. Sponsored by the Peace Section
of Mennonite Central Committee, the
assembly was convened for the purpose
of exploring the relationship between
evangelism and peacemaking.
Darrell Brubaker, Samuel M. Brubaker, Ken Gibson, J. Wilmer Heisey,
and John Stoner were the Brethren in
Christ participants. Among the numerous workshops were sessions exploring
growth possibilities for peace churches,
parenting for peace and justice, and
peacemaking among emerging churches
in Africa.
Keynote speaker for the opening plenary session was Dr. Art McPhee. Under
the title of "Integrating Peacemaking
and Evangelism," he declared that these
two emphases are integrated naturally
when Jesus' followers go out into the
world, sent in the same manner and with
the same message with which Jesus
entered the world. Two attitudes vital to
that kind of ministry to the world are

expressed in 2 Corinthians, 5:15-16.
First, the follower of Jesus no longer
lives primarily for himself (verse 15).
Second, the follower of Jesus no longer
regards any human being from a worldly
point of view (verse 16). This means that
we no longer regard anyone as an enemy
to be hated, shunned, or injured. Rather,
the one who goes into the world as Jesus
was sent into the world regards everyone
as an immortal individual to be loved,
served, forgiven, and brought into the
fellowship of the people of God as a
fellow believer in Jesus Christ.
This two-day meeting had a special
significance for the Brethren in Christ
participants because of the current tide
of enthusiasm among the Brethren in
Christ for evangelism and church planting. Pastor Kenneth Gigson, a member
of the Board for Evangelism and Church
Planting, characterized the meeting as
stimulating and very helpful, providing
insights and ideas which he will find
useful in his work with this particular
board.
—Reported by S. M. Brubaker

Miller-Hess: Anna Ruth, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Hess, Conestoga, Pa., and Marlin D.,
son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Harold Miller, Lancaster,
Pa., Nov. 10 in the Manor Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. J o h n Hawbaker officiating.

Obituaries

Morse-Mills: Shirley Ann, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Lloyd Beegle, and DeWayne A., son of
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Morse, Sept. 12.
Mummert-Pittman: Beth Ann, daughter of
Gerald and Nancy Pittman, and David Zarger,
son of Gerald and Claire Mummert, Oct. 20 in the
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker officiating.
Negley-Cornog: Deborah J., daughter of Elmer
Cornog and the late Claudette Cornog, and
Lowell Mark, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Negley, Sept. 29 in the Indian Valley Mennonite
Church, Harleysville, Pa., with Rev. Thomas
Schultz and Omer King officiating.
Wendling-Mylin: Lauretta Rae, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Mahlon H. High, Columbia, Pa.,
and the late Ray N. Mylin, and Frederic Troy, son
of Mrs. Saretta Wendling, Camp Hill, Pa., and the
late Dr. Woodrow Wendling, Nov. 3 in the Manor
Brethren in Christ with Rev. J o h n Hawbaker
officiating.
Yoder-Eade: Linda Mae, daughter of Bruce
and Jean Eade, Forwich, Ont., and LeRoy, son of
Alvin and Edna Yoder, Nov. 10 in the Fordwich
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Jesse Bawel
officiating.

Brubaker: Rev. Allen G. Brubaker, Westfield,
Pa., born July 8, 1898, died Dec. 13, 1984. He was
the son of Allen B. and Annie Brubaker. He was
married to Barbara Hess and Frances Myers who
preceded him in death. He is survived by five sons:
A. Hess, A. Graybill, Merle, J. Milford,and Stanley: and a daughter, Lois. He was a member of the
Brethren in Christ Church and pastored the Granville, Green Spring, and Jemison Valley churches.
The funeral service was conducted in the Jemison
Valley and Cross R o a d s Brethren in Christ
churches by his sons,
and Revs. W. Dale
C i a m p a and Dale
Engle.

Tribute to
Allen G. Brubaker
1897 - 1984
Brother Brubaker's life and service to God will
long be remembered in the Brethren in Christ
Church and in neighboring denominations. His
many years of pastoral ministry can be partially
characterized as very sacrificial and largely selfsupporting.
He helped to build and pastor the Granville
congregation in Pennsylvania from 1929 to 1956.
He then moved his family to a f a r m in the Newville, Pa., area and pastored the Green Spring
congregation for approximately ten years. Brother
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Brubaker was also instrumental in helping to
develop at least f o u r other congregations in Central Pennsylvania.
A lifelong dream was fulfilled for Brother Brubaker when he then moved to Westfield, Tioga
County, Pennsylvania and, with his youngest son
Stanley, bought a large, modern dairy farm.
Brother Brubaker continued his service to God
and the church by conducting many revival services across the brotherhood and assisting in the
life and growth of the Jemison Valley congregation until his death.
Brother Brubaker's joys in service and sorrows
in adversity never destroyed his faith in God, nor
did they abate his enthusiastic commitments to the
life of the church at many levels. All who knew him
will never forget his wit and wisdom in speeches on
the floors of State Council, Regional Conference
and General Conference.
He lost his first companion in 1936 and his
second in 1979, but together they reared a family
of six children. All are and have been actively
committed to service in the local congregation,
pastoral and teaching ministries and in overseas
missionary service.

His long pilgrimage for the Lord is detailed in
his recent book, "Eighty Years Learning to Walk
With God."
One of my last conversations with Brother Brubaker this past summer was closed with this
request by him. I recorded it in my datebook.
Brother Brubaker said, "At my funeral I want you
to say, here lies a man who never paid all of his
debt to the Lord." Little did 1 realize then that this
day would be here so soon.
On behalf of the Board of Bishops and the
church at large, we want to express our sympathy
and sorrow and pledge our prayer support to the
entire family of children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. You have had a noble heritage.
May God bless you and every memory of our
brother beloved. A man of God has left us but the
church he loved so dearly will go on. Praise the
Lord!
H. Frank Kipe
for the Board of Bishops
Burkholder: Margaret M. Burkholder, Shippensburg, Pa., born June 5, 1922, died Oct. 26, 1984.
She was the daughter of Samuel C. and Rena M.

Farm issues: the
beginnings of response
by J. Wilmer Heisey
This is the second article of a two-part
series on farm issues written by Wilmer
Heisey after he and his wife Velma
visited farm communities in the United
States in November. The first article, in
the January issue, outlined the issues as
farmers shared them.
When the Faith and Farming conference held at Laurelville Camp, November 26 to 28, was conceived and planned,
the major issues of farming were identified in the name chosen for the event.
But another agenda intruded into that
meeting—the immediate crisis affecting
many farmers who were in no position,
either financially or emotionally, to
travel to that idyllic spot in Pennsylvania.
Reports of the Laurelville conference
faithfully reflect both the long-term issues and the immediate crisis. As reported, a continuing committee was
named to work out organizational details and to keep the spirit of the conference alive. Meeting participants asked
six church conference groups to respond
to a proposal that MCC take leadership in helping a farm community network to form. While MCC U.S. awaits
those responses, there are a number of
resources that will need to be drawn
upon if farmers are to receive practical
help and support from the church. The
24

primary resource groups include the
following:
1. Farmers—One cannot be around
farmers long without being infected by
their unquenchable spirit. Hope has not
died there. Most of the answers to the
present farm issues are in the local
communities. The facts, experience and
resourcefulness among the farmers themselves is a starting point for addressing
what we do in the winter and spring of
1984-85.
2. Local congregations—One
is
struck by the amount of experience and
wisdom in local congregations. Often
representatives of both the debtor and
creditor communities meet at the same
communion table. On main street they
sit on opposite sides of bargaining tables.
Any doctrine saying that "faith issues
and economic realities do not mix" must
give way to the truth that people of the
kingdom cannot separate them. There
are hopeful signs that where pastors are
entering into the travail of all of their
members, people are coming closer together.
3. Districts and conferences—Often
the crisis among members in one congregation is instructive to another congregation. Local district leadership can
be helpful to define issues in terms and
vocabulary that are helpful. A "made in
Peoria," (or Kalona, Freeman, Goessel,

Russell Jones. She married Harry F. Burkholder
who survives. Also surviving are two sons: Harry
L. and Harold E.; a daughter, Gloria M. Schaeffer;
three grandchildren; a sister; and a brother. She
was a member of the Air Hill Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Revs. Roger Witter and Ralph Palmer. Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery.
Byer: Elizabeth Byer, born Sept. 6, 1882, died
Oct. 9, 1984. She was the daughter of Peter and
Susan Reesor. On Jan. 18, 1910, she was married
to Joseph Byer who preceded her in death in 1968.
She is survived by 6 children: Susannah, Levi,
Alvin, Harvey, Annie, and Flora; 17 grandchildren; and 47 great-grandchildren. The funeral service was conducted in the Fordwich Brethren in
Christ Church by Revs. Laverne Housser, J o h n
Drudge and Sheldon Wilson. Interment was in the
Byer Cemetery.
Clark: Ethel Clark, Everett, Pa., born Oct. 2,
1898, died Nov. 22,1984. She was married to Jesse
Clark who preceded her in death on July 1, 1941.
She is survived by four children: Cloyd, Marie,
Eldridge and Delmar; eight grandchildren; seven

Sugar Creek, Big Valley, Middlebury,
Mountain Lake, or Beatrice) label is
better than a "made in Akron" (or
Goshen-Elkhart or Newton) label ever
could be.
Different conference groups have
their own structures to work at their
agenda. These resources must be aided
rather than circumvented.
4. Inter-Mennonite
agencies—At
the Laurelville Conference, models for
response were proposed that included
drawing on a number of established
inter-Mennonite agencies. MEDA (Mennonite Economic Development Associates), M i l (Mennonite Indemnity,
Inc.) and M M A (Mennonite Mutual
Aid) have indicated that they are interested in farm issues. It will be a first
order of business to discover ways in
which these organizations can cooperate on farming community issues.
5. People with investment
portfolios—All evidence points to the fact
that there is enough Mennonite wealth
to respond to priority needs as they are
recognized by this faith community.
Mennonites need to develop creative
models for linking resources with needs.
Once such models are developed, the
Spirit will move through God's people.
In the coming months, while farm
community people work, wait and pray,
people in the groups mentioned above
have important work and praying to do.
We welcome suggestions from anyone
as we together respond to the farm
crisis.
Wilmer Heisey is the executive secretary of MCC U.S.
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great-grandchildren; a brother and a sister. Two
sons, two brothers, and two sisters preceded her in
death. Rev. Curtis Bryant conducted the funeral
service. Interment was in Mt. Union Church
Cemetery.
Frain: Edward Frain, Greencastle, Pa., born
Nov. 17,1932, died Nov. 23, 1984. He was married
to Leona Wible who survives. Also surviving are a
son, Landis; two daughters: Jolene and Wanda;
and a foster son, Charles Wible. He was a member
of the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was in Cherry Hill Cemetery.
Gish: Myrtle Naylor Gish, born Sept. 2, 1893,
in Abilene, Ks., died Dec. 9, 1984, in Claremont,
Ca. On J a n . 30, 1919, she was married to Alvin M.
Gish. She is survived by three daughters: Geraldine Hoover, Loine J o h n s o n and Cathrine Feaster; a brother; a sister; five grandchildren; and
eight great-grandchildren. She was a member of
the Upland Brethren in Christ Church. Revs. J o h n
Snook and Alvin Burkholder conducted the funeral. Entombment was in Bellevue Mausoleum.
Goodman: Minnie (Etta Lee) Keefer-Goodman,
born Dec. 31, 1905, in Thomas, Ok., died Dec. 9,
1984. She was married to William G. Goodman
who preceded her in death in 1964. She is survived
by two sisters. Two sisters and a brother preceded
her in death. She was a member of the Abilene
Brethren in Christ Church. Revs. Marion Book
and Roger C h a r m a n conducted the funeral service. Interment was in the Brown Memorial Home
Cemetery.
Kauffman: John G. Kauffman, Mechanicsburg,
Pa., born March 1, 1907, in Mountville, Pa., died
Nov. 18, 1984. He was a member of the M a n o r
Brethren in Christ Church. Revs. Henry Hostetter
and George Kibler conducted the funeral service
in the Messiah Village Chapel. Interment was in
the Mountville Cemetery.
Lehman: Merle R. Lehman, Chambersburg,
Pa., born Nov. 16, 1907, died Oct. 18, 1984. He
was the son of Henry S. and Viola Long Lehman.
He was married to Pearl E. Rife who survives.
Also surviving are 2 sons: Eldon J. and Charles L.;
3 daughters: Gladys Bert, Erma G., and Mary
Jane Jones; 3 stepsons; 2 stepdaughters; 12 grandchildren; 5 great-grandchildren; 12stepgrandchildren; 2 sisters; and 3 brothers. He was a member of
the Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church where the
service was conducted by Revs. Ralph Palmer and
Charlie Byers. Interment was in the Air Hill
Cemetery.
Metzler: Rev. Ross D. Metzler, Bedford, Pa.,
born Feb. 22, 1913, died Nov. 22, 1984. In June
1936 he married Margaret Blough who survives.
Also surviving are 11 children: Ralph, Marvin,
Jay, Elmer, David, James, Avonelle Peachy, Jane
Lehman, Ruth Kuhns, R h o d a Yoder, and Shirley
Yoder; 33 grandchildren; 6 great-grandchildren; 2
brothers; and a sister. A daughter and a sister
preceded him in death. Revs. Curtis E. Bryant,
Timothy Peachy and Erie Renno conducted the
funeral service. Interment was in the Pleasant
View Cemetery.
Price: George R. Price, Everett, Pa., born June
14, 1895, died Nov. 21, 1984. He was married to
Fannie A. (Garlick) Price who survives. Also surviving are 8 children: Ruth, Freeda, Violet, Doris,
Leona, Clara, Shirley, and Myron; 24 grandchildren; and 28 great-grandchildren. Ten brothers
and sisters, two sons, and a daughter preceded him
in death. Revs. Curtis E. Bryant and E. Paul
Weaver conducted the funeral service. Interment
was in Cherry Lane Church Cemetery.
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Ecology and Hunger:
tl

Borrowing the earth
f)
from our children

This is the first in a series of discussions about "ecology and hunger" written by Art Meyer, MCC Development
Education Office.
AKRON, Pa.—The Global 2000 Report, an extensive study of the world
environment, concludes: "If present
trends continue, the world in 2000 will
be more crowded, more polluted, less
stable ecologically and more vulnerable
to disruption than the world we live in
now. Serious stresses involving population, resources and environment are
clearly visible ahead . . . The world's
people will be poorer in many ways than
they are today."
This study, which was ordered by
U. S. President Carter in 1977 and completed in 1980, underscores serious global problems that will occur:
—continuing rapid human population growth
—the need to produce food for that
population
—the increasing loss of arable land
—the continuing energy crisis
—the dwindling supply of mineral resources
—water shortages and water pollution
—loss of the world's forests
—pollution of the atmosphere (carbon
dioxide buildup and acid rain)
—animal and plant extinction
I will be exploring these and other
environmental issues in this column in
the coming months. Questions I plan to
address are: How are poverty, hunger
and justice related to environment? How
are environmental problems and economic development interrelated? What
is the relationship between environmental problems and responsible Christian
living? To what degree does our theology affirm a lifestyle that is compatible
with the natural world?
I want to call attention to important
global environmental issues and suggest
some focused perspectives and appropriate responses. I welcome dialogue with
readers.
My discussions will be based on these
assumptions:
—The natural world created by God
is complete. In the Genesis creation
accounts, the Lord looks at his handi-

by Art Meyer
work and proclaims it good after each
act.
—Human beings are a significant
part, but only one part, of this good
creation. Among the creation, only human beings can comprehend the intricacies of a harmonious natural world.
Thus they alone are able to be responsible caretakers or stewards of it.
—Creation is a continuing process.
People are to be co-creators with God;
they need to tend and nourish the natural ecosystem for the benefit of all.
—God wants all individuals to experience full and abundant living—both
physical and spiritual. God wills a shalom wherein no one will be hungry or
poor.
—The created world can provide the
natural resources necessary for just, participatory and sustainable society for all.
—In the past we have tended to be
masters over the natural world rather
than good stewards of it. Because we
have deviated from God's original purposes, we are now caught up in a world
and a society that is not sustainable.
(For that matter, it is not very just nor
participatory either.)
In Romans 8:19, the Bible says, "All
of creation waits with eager longing for
God to reveal his sons" (T.E. V.). I interpret this passage to mean that people
can be redeemed from greed and selfishness by the power of God through
Christ. When people accept this redemption, they can live in harmony with the
natural world.
The Global 2000 report indicates that
many people are not living in harmony
with nature. We seem to be enmeshed in
an unsustainable system that is leading
us toward the increasing destruction of
natural resources.
On the cover of his book, Building A
Sustainable Society, Lester Brown says,
"We have not inherited the earth from
our fathers; we are borrowing it from
our children." What does he mean? I will
explore this concept more fully in the
next column.

Art Meyer works in the development education office of Mennonite Central Committee, Akron, Pa.
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stewardship
Preliminary ReportCooperative Ministries
and Mission 1984
(Tentative figures, as of January 17, 1985)
Approved budget for
1984 General Conference ministries

$3,100,000

1984 receipts for Cooperative Ministries
and Mission
(60.13% of budget)
$1,864,183
Designated giving in 1984
(15.38% of budget)

$ 476,688

Total receipts for General Conference
ministries
(75.51% of 1984 budget)
Shortfall

$2,340,871
($ 759,129)

Keefer and Gerald J. Brinser. It has complete, simple
information on the making of a will. Its price of $ 1.50 is
very small when compared to the importance of its
information to you.
You may respond that you already have a will. But the
years march on and situations change. For example: The
names of many Brethren in Christ ministries were
changed in 1984. If you have not reviewed your will in the
past five years, you should look at it again.
The Stewardship and Finance. Office has a free "Will
and Estate Planning Form" which will be sent to you
upon request. These nine pages will prove very helpful to
you as you take initial steps to draw up a will.
Who should have a will? Anyone who is a wage earner
or of mature age. Marriage and family life make it
doubly important.

A Modern Widow's Mite
by Paul Hostetler

An 80-year-old widow, living on a very limited income
which allows her only $25 a month for clothes and
needed incidentals, was down to $5 by the middle of a
recent month.
When she next attended church and the offering was
received, to her dismay the only money in her purse was
that five-dollar bill. Rather than give nothing, she
dropped everything she had in the offering plate.
Now, sometimes the Lord just lets people who make
that kind of sacrifice suffer, but this dedicated giver has
since received $2, then $5, and then $125 in totally unexpected funds!
Most of us never have that kind of excitement—
perhaps it's because we don't do that kind of "foolish
thing."

"Where there's a will, . . ."
Do you know that seven out of every ten people die
without a valid will? . . . that over $100,000,000 is left
to Canadian and U.S. courts for distribution each week?
. . . that not one cent of these monies can be used for
the Lord's work?
Since many Christians fully intend to leave at least a
tithe of their estates to Christian organizations, innumerable resources that could be used for the work of the
Kingdom are lost forever. In making a will, believers are
able to complete their "crowning act of stewardship."
Jesus said, "Unto whomsoever much is given, much shall
be required." (Luke 12:48)
The above information is in the book, You and Your
Will—a Guide to Christian Estate Planning, by Carl E.
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"Who are these
Brethren in Christ?"
The updated and upgraded slide-tape presentation,
"Who Are These Brethren in Christ?", is now available.
Each congregation is encouraged to use this informative
and inspirational audio-visual in one or more ways:
. . . Sunday evening service or youth group
. . . Youth or adult group in Sunday school or a
week night
. . . Membership class
When the 16-minute presentation is used, it will work
very well to follow with a discussion period.
You can order the presentation from either your
bishop or your Stewardship and Finance Office.

Evangelical Visitor

Messiah
College
News

Daystar. Dr. Nguru received a bachelor's degree from the University of East
Africa in 1970 and earned his M. A. and
Ed.D. from the University of Tennessee
in educational administration and planning. He is working closely with Dr.
Stephen Talitwala, Daystar's executive
director.

Daystar Update
Dr. Robert Hess, Messiah College
Professor of History and African Studies, is spending the 1984-1985 academic
year at Daystar University College in
Nairobi, Kenya, as Messiah's liaison
with the institution. As you may recall,
Messiah College is the cooperating institution in providing an accredited baccalaureate program through Daystar. The
program is designed to help meet pressing needs for higher education in Africa
as well as the educational needs of the
continent's church leaders.
As coordinator of the Integrated Studies curriculum at Messiah's Grantham
Campus, Dr. Hess is well-equipped to
assist Daystar develop a general education program uniquely meeting the needs
of African students. When President
and Mrs. Hostetter returned from a
November visit to Daystar, they commented, "Bob is engaged productively
as he finds ways to directly and indirectly impact the curricular and teaching
life at Daystar. But his contribution
exceeds these areas because of his expertise gathered from 15 years as an educational missionary in Nigeria as well as
his extensive formal training in African
studies."
Dr. Hostetter also reports that Dr.
Godfrey Nguru was named to the post
of Dean of Academic Programs for

Awards for Athletes
Several Brethren in Christ athletes
received post-season recognition for outstanding performances in fall sports.
Soccer player Dave Brandt '85 (Grantham, PA) was named to the National
Soccer Coaches Association of American All Pennsylvania-New Jersey-Delaware First Team. Soccer Coach Layton
Shoemaker stated, "Brandt is a player
who kept us in every game and is certainly deserving of this honor and
recognition. He clearly ranks among the
top echelon of players who have been on
Messiah's teams."
Field hockey goalie Annette Mullen
'87 (Duncannon, PA) was one of 15
NCAA Division I and Division III players selected as Mitchell & Ness MidAtlantic Regional Ail-Americans. Her
excellent defense helped the Falcons
become the runners-up for the NCAA
Division III national title and to conclude their season 20-1, with only one
goal scored against Annette during the
regular season.
Tune into"Musicfrom Messiah College"
"Music from Messiah College," a
weekly 15-minute radio broadcast featuring Messiah's vocal ensembles, presently airs on the following eight stations:
WAKW, Cincinnati, OH, Saturday,
3:05 p.m.; WAVL, Apollo, PA, Satur-

Dr. Hostetter and Dr. Talitwala, executive director of Daystar University College.
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day, 4:30 p.m.; WCTL-FM, Union City,
PA, Sunday, 10:45 a.m.; WEDO, McKeesport, PA, Sunday, 2:00 p.m.;
WHP-AM, Harrisburg, PA, Sunday,
7:15 a.m.; WJEJ, Hagerstown, MD,
Sunday, 9:15 a.m.; WMSP, Harrisburg,
PA, Saturday, 6:45 a.m.; WNTI, Hackettstown, NJ. (schedule unavailable at
press time).
If a station you listen to regularly is
not airing "Music from Messiah College," let the program director know
that you would like to hear it. The program is available free of charge. Audition tapes can be obtained by contacting
Rebekah Basinger, program coordinator, Messiah College.
Auxiliary Luncheon Speaker Named
The Messiah College Auxiliary has
announced that Jill Renich-Meyers will
speak at the annual spring luncheon to
be held at noon on March 16 in the
college's Lottie Nelson Dining Room.
Born and raised on the Chinese mission
field, Mrs. Renich-Meyers has authored
several articles and books on marriage
and family life including To Have and
To Hold. She traveled extensively
throughout the world with her late husband, Fred C. Renich, both as a missionary and to conduct conferences,
family retreats, and seminars. Since
1982 she has been married to Dr. Amos
D. Meyers, a pastor and retired school
administrator. Luncheon tickets are
$5.50 and may be purchased by contacting Mrs. H. David Brandt at (717)
766-5253.
Look Us Over
If you know college-bound high
school juniors or seniors, let them know
about the following five preview and
department days which Messiah College
has planned for prospective students
and their parents this spring:
Monday, February 4—Natural Science Department Day
Friday, February 8—Business and
Math Department Day
Monday, February 18—General Preview Day
Friday, February 22—Nursing Department Day
Saturday, March 2—General Preview
Day
Admissions procedures, financial aid,
academic programs, and other topics
will be discussed. Please contact the
Admissions Office, Messiah College,
Grantham, Pennsylvania 17027 (717)
766-2511 for more information.
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Searching for Perfection

"Share

the

Hope"

Daily readings that
define "hope" and
illustrate how to share it.
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BOOK & CHAPTER
1
2
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22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Jeremiah 31:10-17
Lam. 3:22-29
Acts 2:22-28
Acts 17:22-28
Acts 24:10-16
Acts 28:17-20
Romans 5:1-5
Romans 8:18-23
Romans 8:24-30
Romans 12:9-16
Romans 15:1-6
Romans 15:7-13
1 Cor. 15:12-19
1 Cor. 13:1-13
2 Cor. 1:1-7
2 Cor. 3:7-12
Gal. 5:1-6
Eph. 1:15-23
Eph. 2:1-13
Eph. 4:1-6
Col. 1:19-27
1 Thess. 1:2-7
1 Thess. 4:13-18
1 Thess. 5:1-8
Titus 1:1-3
Titus 2:11-15
Titus 3:1-7
Hebrews 3:1-6

MARCH
DAY
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BOOK & CHAPTER
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1
2
3
4
5
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8

Hebrews 6:13-20
Hebrews 7:11-19
Hebrews 10:19-25
Hebrews 11:1-7
1 Peter 1:3-12
1 Peter 1:13-21
1 Peter 3:13-17
1 John 3:1-3
Assurance
Isaiah 32:9-17
9
10 Acts 17:22-31
11 Col. 2:1-3
12 1 John 3:10-19
13 2 Tim. 3:10-14

Used by permission of the National Association
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187.
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Last December, when we went on our
annual family pilgrimage to cut a
Christmas tree, I couldn't help noticing
the similarities between our search for
the "perfect" tree and my own tendency
to expect perfection in myself and others.
Searching for the perfect tree can be a
real ordeal. The tree has to be tall
enough so that we can cut off some of
the lower branches for extra decorating
greens; it has to be the right shape (not
too fat or squat or spindly). We don't
want bare spots, yellowing needles, dead
branches, crooked trunks, or cockeyed
spires. Of course, it's almost impossible
to satisfy all these conditions in one tree.
So we settle for something less than
perfection.
The funny thing is that once we get
the tree home and decorate it, we are
almost always happy with our choice. Is
that because we rationalize away its
flaws, or because we accept and appreciate the flaws as part of the unique
character of that tree, or because we
become blind to the flaws as we concentrate on the beauty?
I think there's some of all of that.
Having made our choice, we make the
tree work for us. We put the worst side
toward the wall, hang the larger ornaments in the holes, pick out the dead
needles, and trim off p r o t r u d i n g
branches. The result is not something fit
for the Christmas issue of Better Homes
and Gardens, but it is our tree, made
special by our loving touch and our collection of ornaments, each with its own
history and special significance.
I also have high expectations for
myself, my husband, children, parents,
and friends. I want things to be as perfect as they are in my fantasies—sort of
like I always look for the perfect tree to
match the one I have pictured in my
mind. By always expecting or wanting
something close to perfection, I set
myself up for failure, disappointment,
guilt, and disillusionment, because just
as there are never any perfect Christmas
trees in the field we go to, there are no
perfect people either.
Where do I get my notions of what
constitutes perfection? Why do I have
such a need for perfection? How do I
balance learning to settle for less than
perfection with continually reaching to

be better than I am right now? These are
all questions I wrestle with constantly.
For one thing, I make the mistake of
comparing myself and my life with other
people, and inevitably, given my tendency toward low self-esteem, I pale by
comparison. I also think that perhaps I
have fallen prey to the television and
movie industries which often paint unrealistically glowing pictures of life and
thus feed my fantasies of the way things
"should" be but aren't—in my life anyway. I'm not as patient and loving with
my children as TV mothers often are;
my husband doesn't whisk me away to
exotic places when things get boring at
home; and I simply can't be the immaculate housekeeper/ successful career woman/super mother and wife that populate
many fictional towns.
On top of all this, I think that my
indoctrination with so-called "Christian
perfectionism" has set me up for somehow believing that if I make mistakes,
do something wrong, or don't live up
to everyone's expectations, I am not a
good person. When Jesus said, "Be
perfect," I'm almost certain he did not
mean that anything less than absolute
perfection is unacceptable. His relationships with people clearly show that he
accepted and loved them even when
they failed or behaved less than perfectly. While he did not condone bad
behavior, he loved people unconditionally and extended his grace to them,
forgiving them for their imperfections
and failures and inviting them to change
and grow. Many Christians don't seem
to be that forgiving with either themselves or with others.
The Christmas tree analogy helps me
to put my need for perfection in perspective. Even though I always look for the
perfect tree, I can settle for less and be
very happy. I learn to see the imperfections as things that make the tree unique
and special. In fact, I soon forget all
about the flaws and begin to notice the
beauty. I really don't need perfection in
a tree, in myself, or in anyone else, to be
content. It feels good to let myself and
others off the hook of needing to be
perfect all the time, and to experience
the resulting joy of liberation.
p f j o e b e .
Evangelical Visitor

Op est try us
Dear Paul,
In my letter of January 1985 I mentioned several problem areas I see in the
twentieth century church. In this letter I
would like to focus on one of these
areas—worship. I will mention several
faulty emphases in contemporary worship and make some suggestions for
improvement.

Onesimus,
everything

our faithful and dear brother,
that is happening
here.

Colossians

applause. Prayers that once were
punctuated with reverential words like
"our Father" and "almighty God" are
now interspersed with folksy words
like "just" and "really." Worship seems
to be more concerned with being popular and entertaining than with taking
the worshipper into the presence of
God.

Worship today emphasizes informality over formality. Anything structured
or formal is bad; the spontaneous informal service is good. Rituals are considered to be vain repetitions. It is curious that, when this phrase is used, the
emphasis is always on the "repetitions,"
rather than the "vain." Then, it is assumed that everything that is repeated is
vain. Through this strange jump in
logic, many precious rituals are called
vain repetitions, such as the prayer our
Lord taught us when he was here. Yet, it
is evident that even today people need
form and ritual. This is seen in the
hymns sung over and over again, many
of which are quite senseless. One is
tempted to call contemporary Christian
music the real vain repetitions of the
modern church.
Worship today also emphasizes participation over God-centeredness. It
seems that the greatest idolatry of the
1980s is the worship of self. This can be
seen in the narcissism of the culture, but
it is also evident in the worship in the
church. The stress is on involvement
rather than meditation. The key word is
"share." In worship Christians "share
needs," "share requests," "share praises,"
and even "share what God has shown
me in the Word," with the emphasis on
"me" rather than "the Word." The ironic
result is a vicarious Christianity in which
one listens to someone "sharing" the
faith rather than living a life transformed by the almighty God.
Finally, worship today emphasizes
folksiness rather than reverence. One
Christian has observed that modern
sermons consist of three jokesd and
one thought to remember. The music
of the church has become popular in
its lyric, rhythm, and tune. The response of the people has changed from
a reverential amen to an appreciative
February 1985
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In light of these distorted emphases,
let me make some suggestions for
change.
1. Worship should be more formal.
Worship should include rituals like the
Lord's Prayer, the Apostles' Creed, and
the Gloria Patri. The service should
have movement, for example, from
praise of God to confession of sin to
proclamation of the Word to response
in service. The rituals will allow children
to participate using elements that they
know and understand. The worship
form will actually help adults participate
meaningfully in focused worship rather
than in random activity.

you

4:9

2. Worship should keep in balance
the rational and the emotional. Worship
should make the participant both think
and feel. It should have challenging
sermons that stretch the mind and dramatic reverence that stimulates and motivates. The worshipper should be both
challenged with the truths of Scripture
and transported on the wings of emotion into the presence of God.
3. Moreover, worship should make
serious demands on the worshipper. It
should stress personal service rather
than personal needs. Adapting the words
of a twentieth century President of the
United States, members should be called
to: "Ask not what your church can do
for you but ask what you can do for
your church." This will not be easy
because the members today are prone to
leave churches because they are not
"being fed." It is not certain what is
meant by this, but it seems that it is
thought that the church does not meet
their needs. Yet, the purpose of the worship is not to meet personal needs, but to
motivate service of God.
4. Finally, and most importantly, worship should center on God. Anything
that distracts from God, whether it be
flashy clothes or elaborate sound equipment or flattering introductions, should
be discarded. The main point of worship
is to bring the congregation into the
presence of God.
May God continue to work effectively through his church, which has
been the instrument for implementing
his will throughout Christian history.
May the church today take its mission
seriously and worship in ways that prepare worshippers for fulfilling God's
purpose in today's world.
Onesimus

The illustration above is reprinted by
permission of The Wittenburg Door,
1224 Greenfield Drive, El Cajon, CA
92021—one of Onesimus'favorite magazines.
Readers may correspond with both
Phoebe and Onesimus by writing to
them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O.
Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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feeder^ fespond
I say "Bravo" to Bob Knapp in response to his article in the October issue
of the Visitor. Regarding the United
States as a special expression of the
kingdom of God, or as a nation with
particular favor and role in God's program for the nations, has long been a
besetting sin of North American evangelicals and fundamentalists. Such selfserving interpretations of Scripture and
of history are an affront to peoples of
other parts of the world, and an embarrassment to the gospel of the kingdom
which Jesus taught.
Knapp has performed a fine service to
all of us by his article, by giving us cause
to reflect upon the degree to which
nationalism has become an idolatry
acceptable to many of America's Christians.
This is not to deny that the United
States has, throughout its history, been
impacted favorably by the Christian
orientation of many of its leaders. Thank
God for every Christian influence which
has molded and is molding our society.
But how easy it is for the sins of pride
and nationalism to distort that feeling of
thankfulness into an idolatrous nationalism.
I appreciate Bob Knapp's call to the
better way. How good it is to know that
our primary citizenship is in heaven!
One's life is given much greater meaning
when he declares his allegiance to the
King of Kings, whose dominion is over
all nations and whose kingdom shall
never end! May such allegiance to Jesus
Christ expand among all who call him
Lord.
Samuel M. Brubaker
Arcanum, Ohio
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To be considered for publication,
letters must be signed
and should be 300 words or less.

Your November 1984 issue seemed
devoted to presenting the leftist point of
view in all areas of conflict between the
U.S. and Marxist regimes.
It would be an imposition on your
space and tedious to rebut the omissions
and half-truths that buttress these articles, so I will be brief.
Mary Alene Miller's article is perhaps
the most distorted. One can only hope
that she is more careful with her other
facts than when she quotes an unnamed
source quoting President Reagan that
"All evil is incarnate in the Soviet
Union." Reagan did term the Soviet
Union an "evil empire." With Soviet
conscript armies slaughtering the population of Afghanistan and with Gulag
slave labor camps still flourishing north
of the Arctic Circle, our president's
characterization seems a trifle on the
mild side.
Ms. Miller does concede that eastern
Europeans "deeply regret their inability
to travel freely. Why? Because land
mines, barbed wire, attack dogs and
death strips prevent them. And yet
many somehow do get through. Their
stories hardly square with Ms. Miller's.
Finally Ms. Miller retails the official
Soviet bloc line about gross western
consumerism. This argument would be
laughable if it weren't so pathetic. Wasn't
Marxism going to deliver a better world
here and now—materially? Marxism
has obviously failed to deliver the goods,
so Marxists must fall back on sour
grapes. In sum, Ms. Miller's description
of eastern Europe could also apply to a
well-run prison. Except that those who
must live under Marxist totalitarian
regimes are under a life sentence.
Finally, Mr. Burkholder, Marlin
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Miller and Mary Alene Miller make
much of the fact that "we were there"
and thus know what they are talking
about. The argument would be more
impressive if we didn't know that religious leaders went to Stalin's Russian
paradise at the time of the great purges
and famine and found little wrong, and
that there were even "men and women
of good will" who visited Nazi Germany
before the war and found a clean, "austere" society whose people supported
the regime, wanted peace, and found it
difficult to understand the hostility of
the American government.
I would respectfully suggest that the
next time you wish to report on issues of
international relations or peace and violence that you send a delegation to
Afghanistan.
Stanley Sandler
Souderton, Pa.

Thank you for printing "A Special
Gift of Love" in the December issue. It
offers wonderful suggestions for an elderly person in need of activities and opportunities to share with others. I am currently enrolled at the University of
Southern California as a Masters student in gerontology. One of the things
that we are taught is the importance of
life review and maintaining social and
creative interaction with other people,
even if the body is lacking the strength
and agility it once had.
I will clip this article for my future use
and share it with my professors and fellow students at USC.
Cheryl (Hill) Shoecraft
Pasadena, Calif.
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editorial
Considering our worship
For 25 years, I have been a Christian learning how to
worship the Lord. In more recent years, as a member of
congregational church boards and especially in my role as
editor, I've taken a bit closer look at the subject of worship
and worship planning. Now, having accepted appointment
to my local congregation's worship advisory committee, I
have the privilege of becoming even more involved in planning for worship. This provides opportunity to test opinions
and theories in the crucible of practice.
The lead articles in this issue examine various aspects of
corporate worship. I simply note here a few additional
comments to add to your consideration of worship and
worship planning.

services based on the church year and no one had a problem
with it. Of course, I never used the term 'lectionary.' "
Utilizing the church year is, of course, only one way to
plan worship services. Some pastors prefer to preach
through a book of the Bible. I have been privileged to sit
under such preaching, which can foster rich, meaningful,
in-depth Bible study—in the sermons, naturally, as well as
in study by individuals between Sundays. Of course, the
series which were most appreciated were also relatively
short—not like the one pastor's book studies which people
used to date major life events: "Joey was born in Romans 3,
Aunt Mabel died in Romans 10, Janet was married in
Romans 13, and we became proud grandparents in Romans
15."

One of the great privileges we have as believers is the
relationship with God which Paul identifies in Romans
8:15-16: "For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a
slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.
And by him we cry, 'Abba, Father.' The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children." Abba is
an Aramaic term used by little children. Translating it into
everyday English, we would say "daddy." This one word
speaks volumes about the intimate and supportive relationship which can be ours as children of God.
But there is another crucial dimension of God's nature
which might seem to be the extreme opposite of abba. Not
only is God our loving parent, our closest friend; God is also
the all-powerful Creator and Sustainer of the universe, the
Lord of all history, the Redeemer of humanity, the righteous Judge before whom we all shall appear. Righteous,
holy, omnipotent—these images clash with the "good
buddy" image of God promoted in some religious circles
today.
Yet our times of worship (individual, family, and congregational) will be sadly lacking if both the intimate and the
awe-inspiring aspects of God's nature are not held together,
in balance. The "abba father" approach, divorced from a
compelling sense of reverential awe, likely will degenerate to
the level typified by the adage, "familiarity breeds contempt." On the other hand, focusing solely on the justice,
majesty, and mystery of God tends to neglect—in fact, may
lose totally—the dynamic, life-sustaining relationship Jesus
spoke of when he said to his disciples, "I have called you
friends" (John 15:15).

* * *

*

V

*

*

At a recent inter-denominational consultation, a number
of persons spoke of their interest in the lectio nary approach
to worship—that is, planning worship services around
themes and suggested Scripture passages in the church year.
One of the Brethren in Christ participants voiced his doubt
that our congregations would accept a lectionary approach.
Another responded, "Our churches have used a lectionary
for years and never knew it—the International Sunday
school lesson outlines." He continued, "When I pastored
congregation X in Pennsylvania, I planned our worship
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Some Brethren in Christ pastors plan their sermon
themes more than a year in advance. I am certain they build
in some type of flexibility, but their planning speaks well for
their vision and discipline. I suspect they have discovered
that lack of planning is no more a prerequisite for the Holy
Spirit's guidance than long-range planning is a guarantee of
God's blessing. In fact, I would contend that it is just as easy
(perhaps even more likely?) to inject our human thoughts
into last-minute, rushed preparations as into long-range
planning, which can be done with a conscious reliance on
the leadership of the Holy Spirit.
Sometimes people conclude that true worship happens
only when gatherings are totally spontaneous and informal.
That this need not be the case was graphically illustrated to
me in a Sunday morning worship service I attended several
years ago in a charismatic Episcopalian church in Houston,
Texas. High church rituals of worship such as robed clergy
and communicants receiving the Eucharist from the priest
were combined with opportunities for persons to testify to
God's work in their lives the past week. Others from the
congregration shared words of encouragement, or requested
prayer for themselves or friends. It was a very interesting
blend. While not necessarily a pattern for Brethren in Christ
worship, it is instructive.

A Brethren in Christ church administrator once said to
me, "In my opinion, we Brethren in Christ do some things
fairly well, such as putting our Christian faith into practice
in everyday living. But we have a lot to learn in the area of
worship."
How can we better glorify God as we gather together in
times of corporate worship? I hope the articles in this issue
help to stimulate discussion of this vital area of congregational life. Please share your views with us; we may in turn
do a follow-up issue on worship later in the year.". . . and
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God" (1 Corinthians 10:31).
G
31

Beatitudes for a choir
. . . And, seeing the long Church Year before
them, and knowing the awesome role that music
must play in the worship services that lay ahead, the
Choir Director called together the singers and spake
to them, saying:
Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who are willing to blend their voices into a harmonious ensemble,
for theirs is the music of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn when forced to miss
rehearsal, but call to inform the Director of their
anticipated absence, for in these faithful few shall the
Director find comfort.
Blessed are the meek, who submit themselves to
following the Director, for they shall merit great
worth.
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
rehearsals are concluded, bringing with them neither
gum nor goodies, for they shall be filled with music.
Blessed are the merciful, who take pity on the
music's composer, careful to read the original notes,
follow the original time, proclaim resoundingly the
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original message, for they shall obtain mercy from
discriminating critics.
Blessed are the pure in pitch, in tone, in enunciation, for their voices shall blend in moving harmonies, enabling others to envision God.
Blessed are the music-makers, for they shall be
called heralders of God.
Blessed are ye singers when the Director shall
seem to persecute you for the sake of the final rendition; be patient and rejoice, for of such perfection is
the music of heaven.
Blessed are ye when other choirs shall revile you,
and turn their ears from you, and say all manner of
evil against you jealously. Rejoice/and be exceeding
glad, for great is your reward in heavenly satisfaction
that you have sung faithfully and well—for so disparaged they the great singers who were before you
perhaps even that Bethlehem choir of
Angel voices!
—John Clayton
East Canaan, Connecticut
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